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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARAB STATES 'BOYCOTT' OF JERICHO--Arab countries are boycotting Jericho Municipality 
because the [Israeli] military government has appointed a mayor without the agree- 
ment of groups from the National Guidance Committee. The (Sharja) Emirate in the 
Persian Gulf and Saudi Arabia have frozen allocations totalling 8,000 dinars which 
had been promised to the municipality and the military government cannot compensate 


it with similar sums. [Text] [TA061443 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
1400 GMT 6 Aug 81] 


CSO: 4323/36 





OPEC AFFAIRS 


IRAQI, ALGERIAN, VENEZUELAN OIL MINISTERS INTERVIEWED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 71, 20 Jun 81 pp 38-41 


/Interviews with Iraqi, Algerian and Venezuelan Ministers of Oil by Rabah Munir Shaykh 
al-Ard; "Three Ministers of Oil Talk to AL-MAJALLAH"7 


/Text7 Geneva--Less than 2 weeks after the end of the 60th OPEC conference, held in 
Geneva from 25 to 26 May 1981, the oil market has experienced important developments 
reflected in the decisions of a number of oil producing countries to reduce their 
production, even to reduce their prices below the price of $36.41 per barrel set by 
the conference. The current oil surplus in the world markets ranges from 1.5 million 
to 3 million barrels. Moreover, some of the producing countries are thinking of 
raising their production to maintain the volume of the revenues which they need for 
their development plans. The presence of this surplus in the market, in addition 

to the plans of a large number of consumer countries to abandon oil as a sole source 
of energy, has led to an automatic drop of the prices in the free market. This "shock" 
which the oil market experienced in the wake of the latest OPEC conference has had its 
impact on the currency market. The price of the pound sterling dropped in the wake 

of Britain's decision to reduce its oil prices and the price of the dollar in the 
currency exchange markets has risen due to the flow of deposits, especially from 
petrodollars, to the U.S. banks as a result of the high interest rates paid by these 
banks. 


AL-MAJALLAH deals here with the oil dossier after the latest OPEC conference through 
three interviews: The first with Tayih 'Abd-al-Karim, the Iraqi minister of 01il; the 
second with Belkacem Nabi, the Algerian minister of energy and mineral resources; and 
the third with Dr Humberto Calderon Berti, the Venezuelan minister of oil. 


Tayih ‘'Abd-al-Karim, Iraqi minister of oil: We Use Atom Within Peaceful Framework and 
Will Fight with Syria if it is Attacked 


All the delegations and the organization /OPEC/ secretariat have asserted that the 
relationship between Iraq and Iran inside the Geneva conference sessions and outside 
them has been normal and calm and that it hasn't reflected what happened at the 
previous meeting in Bali and what is currently happening on the borders between the 
two countries. The energy issues with which the organization is concerned have been 
so critical and important that they excluded all other external issues from its 
discussions. 








But in one of the closed sessions, an interesting thing happened, confirming that 
the delegations clung to maximum objectivity. Some political analysts may detect a 
deeper meaning in the incident and may tie it to the latest Tunis conference. 


During the first day's sessions, while discussing the issue of setting up an oil studies 
institute to be attached to Oxford University, Engineer Hasan (Sadah), the Iranian 
minister of oil, objected and proposed that the institute be set up in a Third World 
country, such as India, Pakistan or Venezuela, as long as its financing comes from 

the organization. Tayih 'Abd-al-Karim, the Iraqi minister of oil and member of 
Revolution Command Council, supported the Iranian minister. The heads of othe. 
delegations to the conference also supported him. It was decided to refer t issue 

to further discussion only after some of the other delegations expressed an oppe3ite 
view. 


Iraq is of decisive importance in all oil conferences. Its production amounts usually 
to 2-3 million barrels daily. But the war has destroyed many of the oil installations 
and the production has dropped to a level estimated by the world oil companies at 
600,000 barrels daily. Moreover, Iraq has oil reserves that put it in fifth place 
among the oil exporting countries. These reserves amount to 30 billion barrels and 
will take 31.2 years to deplete. This depletion period puts Iraq in sixth place 
behind Iran, Kuwait, the UAE, Savdi Arabia and Libya. Moreover, Iraq has a role of 
major significance in the Gulf policies, in the development of the Gulf's economy and 
in the Arabs' military and general relationship with the resistance front against 
Israel. AL-MAJALLAH met Tayih 'Abd-al-Karim, the Iraqi minister of oil, and had the 
following interview with him: 


/Question/ Mr Minister, how would you describe Iraq's position toward the OPEC meetings? 
/Answer/ Our position is that we want OPEC's unity and solidarity and want it to 

deal with the issue of the surplus primarily and to establish a balance between the 

two ends of the equation in the market. 

/Question/ Are you for reducing the production? 

/Answer/ It is necessary. 

/Question/ What is the percentage which you view as necessary? 

/Answer/ The percentage compatible with the actual consumption. 

/Question7 Ten percent, for example? 

/Answer/ This is determined by statistics. 

/Question/7 What about the prices? 

/Answer/ The prices are subject to a number of factors, including the inflation factor. 


We do not raise or drop the prices in a haphazard manner but in a manner that is tied 
to preserving the purchasing power of the oil revenues. 








/Question/ ". it likely that the prices will rise, considering that the inflation 
factor is present? 


ZAnswer7 There is an inflation rate. Therefore, the prices must be tied to this 
inflation rate so as to control inflation. 


(Question/ In the wake of the OPEC conference results, which have been somewhat disarrayed, 


do you think that it is still possible to use the oil weapon in the battle? 


ZAnswer/ On the basis of my belief and confidence in it as an effective weapon, oil 
can still play the same role entrusted to it at present and inthe future if the Arabs 
can employ all their resources in this sphere in a sound scientific manner. 


(Question/ Is the "sound manner" meant to be in terms of industrialization? 


ZAnswer7 In terms of industrialization, of production, of price policy or of marketing. 
What concerns us is to use chemistry or the atom in the peaceful sphere. In the 

field of petrochemicals, we are about to compiete the first complex which operates on 
gas and the second complex which operates on oil. What concerns us is not just to 

get naphtha from oil but to acquire all the complex industries in this field, be they 
refining industries or conversion industries. 


(®uestion/ OPEC, in whose foundation you played a major role, is accused of having 
Created monetary inflation in the western world in particular and of having led to the 
decline of the standard of living of the workers and of the lower classes in Europe 
and the United States generally. What is your reply to this? 


/Answer7 Regrettably, the western media have tried to distort the facts. These 
media have great capability of movement in the information field. But the truth i 
that the OPEC member countries have done no more than to defend themselves in order 
to make up for a minimal part of the losses which they have incurred and which they 
continue to incur as a result of the change in the value of the dollar and of the 
inflation exported to them by the industrial countries. 


/Question/ Does OPEC perform any role to protect the Third World? 


/Answer/ Certainly. We consider the OPEC the vanguard of the Third World's struggle 
to change the existing economic relations and the structure of the world economy with 
the aim of establishing equal relations and a fair economic system. 


/Question7 Studies say that the Arab area generally has benefited from the availability 
of large amounts of oil money but that this money has led to inflation in the Arab 
countries which has hurt those with fixed income and those with no income at all and 
that unemployment has also increased? 


/Answer7 Unemployment has not increased. 
ZQuestion7 It has increased in some Arab countries. All this has created a general 


social crisis. To what degree can the OPEC (say that it isn't actually the club of 
the monopolist rich in the Arab countries) ? 











/Answer/ The OPEC is supposed to carry out the development plans and the national 

and international commitments required by these countries. Otherwise, production at 
more than what is actually needed intensifies the effect of inflation. Moreover, pro- 
duction at a bigger rate than actually needed leads to wasting this depletable resource. 
Regrettably, investments by the surplus monies in the Arab area are not enough to 
create a state of development, to employ labor, to eliminate unemployment and to 
develop the Third World also. What is important is that the surplus funds of the oil 
countries which possess a so-called petrodollar surplus, which is now invested in 

other countries, are supposed to invest this surplus in the Arab countries and in the 
Third World to aid their development process. 


/Question7 Then you believe that the OPEC has a role in enhancing Arab unity? 


/Answer/ Certainly. It has a role in enhancing all aspects of Arab unity and in 
establishing atm alliance with the Third World countries. 


(Question/ Then, to what extent do you believe that the Gulf Council constitutes a 
step in this direction? 


[Answer / We sanction any meetings between any two fraternal Arab countries, and we 
sanction any formula for unity. We in Iraq have approved this step. 


/Question/ There is a scientific study which says that Morocco possesses nearly 20 
percent of the world's reserves of shale oil, amounting to 1,000 times the liquid oil 
reserves, and that this shale oil can rival the liquid oil and ultimately lead to 
"breaking OPEC's back," as they say. What is your opinion of this? 


/Answer/ I don't know whether the amount in Morocco is 20 percent or less. This kind 
of oil does exist in the world. We hope that it will contribute to meeting the world's 
needs of this substance. But extracting this oil requires enormous costs and a 

complex technology. This is why it cannot compete with liquid oil and cannot be a 
substitute to it. 


/Question/ Mitterrand has won the French presidency. Do you think that Iraq's 
relationship with France will improve during his regime? 


/Answer / We hope that it will be so. This will appear through Mitterrand's positions 
toward inter-Arab relations, toward Iraqi-French relations and toward Arab-French 
relations on a global scale because France has large interests in the Arab area dating 
to more than 20 years ago. We hope that the position of the socialist Mitterrand 
will be compatible with Iraq's socialist line and we hope that the relations between 
Iraq and France will develop and will be fruitful. 


/Question/ And what about your relationship with the Soviet Union? 


[Answer / It is a good relationship. 


/Question/ U.S. intelligence has issued a second report denying their first report in 
which they said that the Soviet Union wants to attack the area because it needs oil. 
They now say that the Soviet Union doesn't need to import and that it will continue 
exporting oil. What is your opinion on this issue? 














ZAnswer7 We hope that our relations with the major powers will be like our relations 
with any small country. We view the Soviet Union, the United States and China with 
the same looking glass with which we view ourselves, regardless of their size and 
Strength. We hope that the relations between the Arabs generally and the superpowers, 
and especially between Iraq and the two superpowers, will be equal relations based 

on mutual respect, respect for sovereignty and non-intervention in domestic affairs. 


/Question7 Do you believe that the Soviet Union poses a danger to the Gulf? 


ZAnswer/ If any country acts outside this framework (equal relations), we consider 

it a danger to the area. When such a country acts in disregard of mutual interests 

or in such a way as to realize its expansionist ambitions, then we consider it an 
aggressor and a covetous country, regardless of whether it is the Soviet Union, the 
United States or any other western country. We want the Gulf's defense, survival 

and interests to belong to the Gulf people and to be free of any foreign participation. 


/Question7 The Iraq-Iran war has entered its 10th month. Do you have figures on 
Iraq's losses? 


fAnswer/ The war is still going on and it is difficult to make a count of the losses, 
both on the Iraqi side and the Iranian side. It is certain that a war in which advanced 
weapons are used is no miiitary picnic, especially since the first target of the 

Iranian side was the civilian and economic installations primarily. This was an 
endeavor on the Iranian side to cover up its failure in the military arena after the 
victories scored by the Iraqi army. We hope that the losses are not big. 


/Question7 Do you expect the war with Iran to be ended? 

fAnswer7 This question must be addressed to the Iranian side. We have made our position 
Clear. We have welcomed all the initiatives. The Iraqi initiative to put an end to 

the fighting is on conditions that guarantee our rights to our territories and our 
territorial waters, no more and no less. We have no ambitions and nothing like that. 
/Question/ Is it possible that Iraq will join the Gulf Council? 

/Answer/ This is a premature question. But we are considered a Gulf country. 


(Question/ What is Iraq's position toward the war in Lebanon? 


Answer / Lebanon's problem lies in uniting the Lebanese forces internally and in 
freedom from any external Arab or foreign intervention. 


(Question/ If Syria is subjected to war, will Iraq defend it? 


/Answer / Iraq considers any aggression against any Arab country an aggression against 
Iraq itself. 


Belkacem Nabi, Algerian minister of energy and mineral resources: OPEC Is Not 
Responsible for West's Crises 


Algeria occupies 10th place among the oil producing countries. Last year, its pro- 
duction reached 950,000 barrels daily. The reduction /in production/ introduced by 
Algeria the year before last was the second highest in the Organization after Kuwait, 








amounting to 21.9 percent. Algeria also produces large quantities of natural gas (43.5 
million cubic meters /daily7). This puts it in third place /in OPEC/ behind Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain and in fifth place in the world. Behind them, the Soviet Union and 
the United States. Because of all of this, Algeria is most enthusiastic to discuss 

the issue of production. In the latest OPEC conference, which for the first time 

in the organization's history moved from regulating its prices to regulating its pro- 
duction, Algeria has played a serious role in developing the organization's short-range 
and long-range policies. 


AL-MAJALLAH met with Belkacem Nabi, the Algerian minister of energy and mineral 
resources and one of the Algerian revolution's veterans, and had this interview with 
him: 


(Quest ion/ What was your feeling at the end of the OPEC meeting? 


/Answer/ The meeting has realized the minimum results, namely: Preserving the prices, 
reducing production and harmony among the overwhelming majority of the member countries. 


/Question7 Are you satisfied with these results or do you think that some countries 
will modify their positions gradually? 


/Answer/7 We could have gotten better results than we have. 


Question/ What is the Algerian Government's position toward the accusation that the 
organization has created the general capitalist crisis in the western industrial 
countries and that it should exert efforts to rescue the world from this crisis? 


/Bnswer/ All the studies carried out by the western countries themselves prove the 
opposite. 


Quest ion/ Do you mean that the oil exporting countries are the victim and that the 
western industrial countries are the ones on trial? 


ZAnswer/7 Yes. 


/Question/ Algeria's oil reserves are enough to last 23.5 years. But Algeria is trying 
to industrialize itself and to create other sources of wealth. What are the accom- 
plishments which you think the Algerian oil can play a role in realizing? 


/Answer/ Algeria's reserves are considerable. Algeria has made plans for the appro- 
priate use of these reserves. However, our policy is to preserve this depletable 
resource and to use it as a starting point for creating lasting economic growth. 
This is why our policy is not geared toward limitless exportation, regardless of the 
price. Exportation is planned according to the country's needs and according to the 
lasting contribution it makes to building the national economy. 


/Question/ Do you feel that the Gulf is threatened by the Soviet Union, as it is said? 


/Answer7 I don't know. But I have no such feeling. 

















Dr Humberto Calderon Berti, Venezuelan minister of oil: Rising Oil Prices Will Force 
Consuming Countries to Abandon Oil 


Venezuela recently announced the discovery of vast quantities of oil that have put it 
in an international position rivalling in importance the top producers of the “black 
gold.” Until recently, Venezuela had reserves of 17.95 billion barrels which are 
enough to last it for 23 years at the 1980 production level of 2,159,900 barreis daily. 
It has been seventh among the OPEC members in reserves and third in production. There- 
fore, it was logical for it to reduce production /last year7 by 8.4 percent below 

the year before last and to be a strong voice in calling for continuing and genera- 
lizing such reduction. In OPEC, Dr Humberto Calderm Berti, the Venezuelan minister 
of oil, has an important role because of his strong interest in the future of oil in 
the world of energy. AL-MAJALLAH met with the Venezuelan minister and conducted with 
him an evaluation of the latest OPEC meeting: 


[Question/ The price freeze decided upon by the Geneva conference reduces the revenues 
by nearly the inflation rate. What do you propose? 


/Enswer/ We must apply the “formula” agreed upon to prevent this. 
[Quest ion/ How large has the impact of inflation been on the oil revenues? 


/Answer7 The inflation exported from the member countries of the Economic Cooperation 
and Development Organization to the OPEC has amounted to 7 percent. Meanwhile, the 
value of the dollar has risen 3 percent. Thus, the net drop in the revenues has been 
4 percent. 


/Question/ Dr Berti, do you feel that Saudi Arabia will raise its price between this 
time and the next OPEC conference in Abu Dhabi at the end of the year? 


/Answer/ It may raise it by $2 to $34. It is my belief that as long as the other 
members have committed themselves to reducing their production levels, Saudi Arabia 
will also reduce its production. It is my feeling that it will reduce it by 10 per- 
cent, i.e., by 1-2 million barrels daily. 


/Question/ Do you think that the Saudi officials will make their decisions in stages 
Or in one go to reunite the OPEC ranks? 


/Answer/ I believe that the Saudis will make all their decisions in one go before the 
convocation of the next meeting. They have not wished to discuss the production 
levels. This has been their traditional position and we respect this position. They 
may be planning to raise their prices later on. In the conference, I proposed 
freezing all the prices whereas they insisted on reducing them. 


/Question/ The conference ended with the adoption of the proposals you submitted to it 
on the eve of its convocation. Were there other proposals? 


/Pnswer/ The submission of various proposals was inevitable. One of the proposals 
urged that we all go to the limit whereby the Saudi oil is priced at $34, the other 
prices are reduced and the entire price system is frozen for 18 months. The proposal 
I submitted called for freezingthe prices at approximately $36-41 until the end of the 
year and reducing production for 6 months only to see what will happen as a result. 











/Question7 Was there another proposal to freeze the prices at $36-41 and to raise the 
price of Saudi oil to $34? 


/Answer/7 No. There was a proposal to unify the prices at $34. But for some of US, 
it is difficult to lower the prices. I believe that the resolution we have adopted 
is a good step toward unifying the prices at the end of this year. It is my personal 
feeling that as long as we have kept the effective price of crude oil somewhat open 
to rising, Saudi Arabia will raise its price to $34. This price may even reach $36 
in December 1981. We may not be content with unifying the prices at the end of the 
year. We will also resort to applying the "formula" as or January 1982. 


/Question7 Is this what was reached in the meeting which you have held to discuss the 
organization's long-range policy? 


/Answer7 We have studied this aspect in the meeting of the Long-Range Policy Committee. 
We will for a committee of experts headed by Shaykh Yamani. This committee will 
review the "formula" which we have all proposed. In addition to all this, we need to 
conduct a study to predict future energy consumption. We produced 31 million barrels 
daily in 1969 whereas we produce 24-25 million barrels at present. Our share of the 
market has dropped and this drop has aroused the concern of some member countries. 

In our estimate, oil has been an important factor in the revenues of most of our 
countries in the past 50 years and, for Venezuela, will continue to be an important 
factor for long years to come. We all need the oil revenues. But we also need to 

use the oil within a comprehensive view of the energy sources. Therefore, the situation 
is not the same for all the member countries. There is a difference between the 
countries whose resources are enough for 5-10 years and those whose resources are 
enough for 50 or 100 years. The view toward the issues and the policy which must be 
followed varies between the two groups. The only way to reach an agreement among 

all of us is to begin forming some sort of a pioneer policy emanating from the under- 
standing of each of the member countries of the circumstances of the other member. 


/Question7 Doesn't the matter rely on accurate estimates? 


/Answer / We have no problem in this regard. We are very conservative in making our 
estimates of what will happen in the future. In Venezuela, for example, we present 
the budget to the parliament. Last time, the budget was presented on the basis of 
$27 per barrel of Venezuelan oil. At present, the average price of Venezuelan crude 
is $30.5. Even though we have decided to freeze the prices, we still have extra 
revenues. However, we will also reduce production and the revenues will amount to $2 
billion. The figures have been calculated conservatively. We always prefer the cal- 
culations to be conservative. 


/Question7 What do you imagine the role of the oil alternatives to be in the future 
of energy? 


/Answer/ We must always view this issue in a frank and open-minded manner. We must 
consider the real contribution that coal and the atom can make. At present, nuclear 
and coal energy is cheaper than oil in the wake of the 1979 price hikes. What is the 
position of Venezuela and of similar OPEC members? We expect and hope that we will 
be the oil exporters for long years to come. We have vast reserves to realize this 
goal. At the same time, we want the prices to be convenient. Therefore, we need a 
price policy that supplies us with more money and at the same time preserves for us 
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an important energy source which we do not /want to7 squander. This explains the 
difference in viewpoints, not only toward the existing situation but also toward the 
future, that is found inside thé organization at times. The decisive question is 
this one: What will happen 10 years from now? Some OPEC members will not be 
exporters and may even become importers. 


/Question7 Which are the organization members which you expect to become importers? 


/Answer/ I don't know what will happen. But this is nothing new and has happened 
frequently in the past. Take Columbia for example. [erore 1974, it exported 1.2- 
1.5 barrels daily, and so did the Ecuador and Gabon. At present, Columbia purchases 
60,000 barrels daily from abroad. We must therefore, prepare for this destiny. 


/Question/ When you say that of the various energy sources coal is cheaper than oil, 
does this mean that the others will be urged to shift to coal? 


/Knswer7 I pointed this out at the meeting of the Vanguard Long-Range Policy Committee. 
We are in a phase that requires us to think what the future conditions will be. If 
you possess a quantity of oil enough to last a long time, you must still preserve oil 
as an energy source. If you raise your prices steeply, you encourage others to go to 
excess in preserving energy and diversifying its sources. The matter concerns 
establishing a balance. But if oil is the only resource you possess--this, by the way, 
is not Venezuela's situation but that of some OPEC members--then you must consider 
carefully the period in which this resource will be depleted. Does it exceed 5 or 

10 years? Does it reach 100 years? If you understand this, you will be able to 
analyze our internal differences /within OPEC7 over matters dealing with the diversi- 
fication of resources. x 


/Question/ But don't you think that diversification is connected with the relatively 
different energy prices? 


/&nswer/ I believe that in the future we will need a more profound analysis to know 
what must be done at the level of prices. We are about to reach a pricing system that 
encompasses oil, nuclear energy and coal. Remember that nuclear energy needs 12-14 
years to be developed. Economically, nuclear energy cannot compete with oil. As for 
coal, some .S. refineries have begun to shift from oil fuels to coal in their private 
internal consumption. The industries are following suit. Do you know how much the 
share of the oil fuels in the energy market rose in the first quarter of 1981 compared 
to the first quarter of 1980? Thirty percent. 


/Question7 In the West? 


/Answer7 It rose 30 percent in the West. One can thus understand our need to watch 
these developments very carefully. 


/Question7 Can you say that the OPEC countries have been surprised by the success of 


the consuming countries in making this shift from the use of oil to the use of other 
energy sources and that the shift has come faster than expected? 
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/Answer/ You undoubtedly know that we have exerted efforts to persuade the consuming 
countries to preserve energy and to diversify its sources. Why? If the train main- 
tains its current speed on this railroad, we, the exporters, will find ourselves in 
a very bad situation insofar as the requirements for high production capacity are 
concerned. But if we compel the others to develop new sources of energy, and there 
is a big need for such development at present, we can preserve our share of the 
energy market. Thus, you see that we have to watch the developments with great 
honesty, with ourselves and with the others. 


8494 
CSO: 4304/56 
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EGYPT 


HEAD OF ARMY ENGINEER CORPS DESCRIBES ACTIVITIES 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 3 Jul 81 pp 30, 31 


Article: ‘head of the Armed Forces Engineering Authority Speaks for the First 
Time: A Modern Military Agency Joins the Egyptian Military Authorities"/ 


/Excerpt from text/ President Anwar al-Sadat will be meeting with them in the 
coming days to observe their fine military accomplishments on behalf of mankind 
and the future in the field and will spend some time with these fighting men, who 
have turned barrenness into fertility and have given a new birth to life. 


They are the cream of our armed forces fighting men. They have a prominent role 
in war, and in peace they enter into various struggles remote from battle which 
have an ongoing character; when they end one battle they start another one, with- 
out catching their breath, ina silence which knows no Limelight. Indeed, they 
take part in a group of battles on a number of various fields at the same time. 
These are battles in which there is no fire and where defeat is absolutely un- 
known! 


Come let us meet with these proud men, the most skilled of performers on the 
strings of life, who are playing the most pleasant of songs and the greatest of 
symphonies, those which address themselves to the intelligence, the heart and the 
eye together--symphonies of the requirements of man and the age, and the establish- 
ment of a modern civilization--the engineers of our Armed Forces Engineering 
Authority, the most recent military authority, which was established last March 
and consists of five military engineering departments, all of which take part in 
reconstructing the Egyptian environment with the most modern arts and techniques. 


Last March, the Supreme Armed Forces Command approved the establishment of the 
Armed Forces Engineering Authority and the reorganization of the departments be- 
longing to it, including the Armed Forces Major Projects Department. The depart- 
ment was established in 1976 to perform an important, major role in the cultural 
context in the first 5 years of its existence, and this role led to a practical, 
positive contribution in solving Egypt's major problems. 


What is this role? 
What is the job of the Armed Forces Engineering Authority? 


Who are the leaders who run this massive volume of cultural, construction, 
engineering and industrial labor? 











What accomplishments have they achieved in the past 5 years, which is the age of 
the Armed Forces Major Projects Department? 


These are the details. 


Our Armed Forces Engineering Organization was formed last March, as I pointed out 
in the introduction. Its chairmanship was assigned to Staff Maj Eng Muhsin Sidqi, 
who had been occupying the position of director of the Department of Engineers. 
Management of the Major Projects Department was assigned to Maj Gen Eng Ahmad Lutfi 
Taha, who now occupies the position of authority vice chairman for projects. 


I went to them, and, before we listen to them, come let us learn about them first. 
Staff Maj Gen Eng Muhsin 'Abd-al-Fattah Sidqi was born in al-Mansurah in July 1930. 


He graduated in engineering from Cairo University in 1952, specializing in force 
mechanics, and graduated from the War College in the same year, starting his mili- 
tary career as an instructor in the Military Fngineers' School. 


From 1954 to the end of 1956 he was engaged in training National Guard personnel. 
In 1959-60 he pursued studies at the Staff War College and worked in the Eastern 
Military Region Command until December 1966. 


In the 1967 round, Col Eng Muhsin Sidqi was head of operations and planning in the 
Corps of Engineers; this corps exerted great effort and expended many men in the 
1967 round, though that was hidden by the results of the ill-omened round. 


Then came1971, and the man joined the Higher War College in Nasir Military Academy, 
matriculating in the 1972 round and then assuming command of the Engineers’ School. 


From mid-1972 to the glorious October-Ramadan war, he assumed responsibility for 
providing the engineering equipment for the war operations theater in preparation 
for war. 


In 1974 he was assigned chairmanship of the engineers of the Third Field Army. 


When 1977 occurred Maj Gen Eng Muhsin Sidqi returned to the Major Projects Agency 
as head of the Prefabricated Building Section there. 


In January 1981 he assumed chairmanship of the agency and, with the establishment 
of our armed forces' Engineering Authority last March, Lt Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al- 
Halim Abu Ghazalah, minister of defense and commander general of the armed forces, 
assigned him the chairmanship of the new authority. 


We find that Maj Gen Eng Ahmad Lutfi Taha, vice chairman of the engineering author- 
ity for major project affairs in our armed forces, graduated in engineering at 
Cairo in 1953, specializing in architecture. 

He was born in Cairo in October 1931. 


He joined the War College and graduated from it in 1954, contributing through his 
efforts to the execution of the project to build the Egyptian War College in 1956 


13 











in a modern style, making it one of the proud engineering works in the capital in 
which the Military Works Department took part. 


He was transferred to the theater of operations in Sinai before the 1956 round and 
was active in war engineering projects there between al-'Arish and Abu ‘Uwayjilah. 


He then assumed chairmanship of the Projects and Planning Branch in the Military 
Works Department, and, when the executive agency for housing projects, subsequently 
an executive wing of the Major Projects Agency, was set up in 1976, he assumed 
chairmanship of it. 


In July 1980 he returned as director of the Military Works Department, then became 
deputy chief of the Central Major Projects Agency, which he then chaired last 
March. The agency changed its name to "Armed Forces Major Projects Department," 
and became one of the departments of the Military Engineering Authority. 


He acquired a scholarship for training and study in France in 1968-69 and has 
diploma of higher studies in construction science and design in engineering at 
Cairo in 1972. 


Two Combat and Constructién Engineering Elements 


Staff Maj Gen Eng Muhsin Sidqi, chairman of the Military Engineering Authority in 
our armed forces, told me: 


"After the 1956 and 1967 rounds, a pressing need arose to have a scientific plan 
set out focusing ell military engineering personnel, but this plan did not come 
into being until last March, when the engineering command of the engineering de- 
partments spread about within our armed forces was unified with the objective of 
enabling people to exert themselves to their utmost power and resources, The 
Military Engineering Authority now contains these departments: 


"The Engineers’ Department. 

"The Military Works Department. 

"The Water Department. 

"The Military Survey Department. 

"The Armed Forces Major Projects Department. 


"Thus engineering combat personnel are working in the authority and engineering 
construction personnel are working in our forces. In the past, the activity of 
construction personnel in the Engineers’ Department was oriented toward the con- 
struction of military installations, airports, bridges, and military bases. Then 
a study was made on having the authority, with its tasks, components and formation, 
cover all the military forces, and the Egyptian Supreme Armed Forces Council at the 
end of last year issued the decree establishing it and the authority began to carry 
out its activities, starting in May 1981, applying massive development work to its 
program which arose from the government's strategy." 
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/Question/ A question: allow me to go back to 1967, to the beginning. What was 
the nature of the beginning? What was the background of it, or the considerations 
which made it mandatory that our armed forces establish the Major Projects Agency? 


/Answer/ The great development which our armed forces embarked on in 1974-75 made 
radical modernization and development mandatory and made it necessary that perman- 
ent camps for the forces be established in the form of military towns which could 
respond to their housing, training and technical supply needs, in addition to the 
proper necessary administrative services for concentrating these forces within the 
new towns in a permanent capacity. We also found that establishment of these mili- 
tary towns and other housing installations, which are mostly to be built outside the 
main cities of the republic, would result in ‘evacuation’ of the armed forces from 
the areas they occupy inside these towns. This would give scope for plans for con- 
struction expansion projects on behalf of the mass of the population and for greater, 
deeper freedom in execution of the projects. 


Consequently, we found that the projects required for developing military dwellings 
entailed a great amount of labor, and this made it mandatory to establish the Armed 
Forces Major Projects Department, which would assume charge of the 5-year plan 
housing tasks and those of following future plans. 


In the first half of 1976, the agency established what is now the Major Projects 
Department. In carrying out its projects, it relied on the following major elements: 


An executive agency for the construction of prefabricated buildings. This would 
build complete military towns and use three of the most modern international-class 
prefabricated building plants. 


An executive agency for other projects, such as hospitals, factories, major work- 
shops, military faculties, command and administration buildings, main administra- 
tive bases, housing structures for armed forces personnel and all other major new 
installations. 


A joint executive agency working in conjunction with the Ministry of Reconstruction 
which would be active in completing military towns that might be greater than the 
operating capacity of the prefabricated building construction system in the author- 
ity. 


With the new form of application of our plans, we find that the Military Works, 
Survey, Engineers’ and Water Departments participate in the military housing plan, 
in addition to the Major Projects Department. Each department performs a large 
share of the work in order to accelerate execution of the plan and rehousing of the 
military combat units which had been fighting and living in trenches and field 
fortifications and eating sand every day since before 1948. Residing in modern 
camps will guarantee a proper life for personnel, as soldiers or officers, and will 
guarantee that they are given sustenance, training and recreation in the most digni- 
fied fashion while at the same time optimum resources are provided to maintain and 
keep up military equipment. In carrying out these projects we have also relied 
upon the benfit we have derived from advanced countries which have preceded us in 
this context, such as England, West Germany and France. We have visited them, 

have visited modern European camps and have made plans cor our Camps while devoting 
attention to our system and life. 
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Naturally these camps will require electric, water, telephone, sanitary drainage, 
road and communications systems and will also include schools, markets, movie houses 
and hospitals. We have always been most anxious not to impose these burdens on the 
government and we have worked at maximum strength through the armed forces in our 
plants. 


/Question/ How many new camps will you establish? Which of them have you completed? 
Is the civilian sector cooperating with you in constructing them? 

/Answer/ At present we are establishing a group of camps. Completed furnishings 
for two in June 1981, in the areas of al-'Amiriyah and al-Malak in al-Isma‘iliyah. 
By the end of this year, God willing, we will have completed four similar camps. 

The civilian sector, is providing optimum cooperation at 4 high level of discipline. 


Here I would like to refer to the building industry, which is a new one with inter- 
national specifications. Our armed forces have taken the first step in operating 
plants to construct buildings and to complete plants which are not operating. To- 
day our forces are using five prefabricated building plants which we have obtained 
from West Germany. Each plant has built one modern camp and is now busy building 

a second one. The beginning occurred in 1978. Although the people in these plants 
were recruits and it was necessary to train and prepare them firstly as troops, they 
quickly, through their distinctive qualities, acquired the ability to operate the 
equipment in these advanced plants at the highest level of technical competence. 


We have imported a plant to produce reinforcement iron screens. This is to be con- 
sidered the most advanced method for saving such materials as iron and steel, saving 
manpower and shortening building and construction time. This plant has started 
operating at night now that some organizations constructing ordinary housing have 
applied for part of its output and it has been established that it saves 30 percent 
of the price of raw materials and that just 48 workers can produce 6,000 tons of 
fron screens possessing a special distinctive rigidity. The plant paid off its 
cost in just 1 year of operation. 


Skilled Worker Soldiers 


We have started manufacturing insulation materials used in building walls and roofs. 
Our new plant is operating at a capacity of 500,000 square meters per year and we 
can su»ply our output to such Egyptian companies as refrigeration firms. Since we 
produce insulation materials at one third the price we used to pay for it, the 
factory has managed to cover all its costs in 6 or 8 months. 


This plant is engaged in producing light metal insulating installations, supplying 
300,000 meters of corrugated tin roofs, workshops and warehouses with Egyptian 
materials while procuring the chemicals it requires from abroad. The soldiers 
working in the new plant, which is based on a modern technology similar to European 
ones, have intermediate industrial skills and represent successful Egyptian person- 
nel in the development of the new industries which are being added to those in the 
country for the first time. In view of the technical background these soldiers had 
before they were recruited, we now possess a working class of skilled people and 
technicians. 
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Previously the European countries did not allow such plants to be sold; they just 
sold the products. We obtained the plants from West Germany. 


/Question/ Allow me a question on the problem of suitable housing required by the 
officers of today and tomorrow and noncommissioned officers. This problem began to 
appear on the military stage in the mid-seventies. What about it, and what about 
your efforts to cope with it or solve it? 


/Answer/ We are well aware that the armed forces' effort in solving the problem of 
housing its personnel is a practical effort, a contribution to coping with the prob- 
lem of housing throughout the country, because the people in our forces form part 

of the masses of the people themselves. It is in our plan to complete 3,500 units 
for officers and noncommissioned officers in the first stage. Of these units, we 
have delivered 1,000, another 1,000 will be ready for delivery in June and July 1981, 
700 will be ready by the end of this year and the rest will be ready in the first 
half of next year, God willing. 


I would like to point out that the armed forces are planning for a very ambitious 
housing project which the government will support, to build 100,000 housing units 
for officers and noncommissioned officers, with priority to go to newlyweds and 
people who do not have housing. Ther? units will be erected in Cairo, Alexandria, 
the canal towns and the towns in Uppe Egypt, in order to respond to the désire of 
each officer or noncommissioned officer, and we will start putting this ambitious 
plan into effect before 3 months have elapsed so that it can be completed in 5 
years. These dwellings will be apportioned through the system of granting deeds for 
up to one-quarter of salary in instalments over a period of 30 years, in keeping 
with the government statute, and the resources of the Military Engineering Author- 
ity and its plants along with the government's organizations will be used to this 
end. Lt Gen Abu Ghazalah, the minister of defense, has expressed great interest in 
ways of carrying out this ambitious housing project without obstruction or procras- 
tination. 


During the conversation sessions, the two engineers Maj Gen Muhsin Sidqi and Maj 
Gen Ahmad Lutfi Taha, told me: 


"There are other projects that have some importance, such as renovation of the 
military hospitals and medical clinics to serve civilians, and we are the ones who 
built the Egyptian Military Medical Academy in accordance with the most modern con- 
struction and equipment technology. Then there is the Alexandria Outpatient Clinic, 
with its great size, in addition to a new burn hospital, which is the first hospital 
in our country to be devoted to burns, and a new hospital for Alexandria with a 
capacity of 600 beds which can be increased by 200 additional beds. This will be 
one of the most modern hospitals in the Middle East. 


"There are other activities we are performing, such as construction of new military 
clubs in al-'Asafirah, al-Ma'murah and Port Said and the expansion of various clubs 


that exist now." 


Another question: what about the military engineers’ efforts to reclaim land and 
to support self-sufficiency in food in Egypt? 
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/Answer/ We are applying President al-Sadat's directives with total commitment, 
especially as regards the need for the armed forces to rely on their own resources 
to provide their food and farm requirements. In this respect, the Armed Forces 
Supply and Provisions Authority and the Self-Sufficiency in Food Department are 
establishing cattle and dairy product farms which we are building, which provide 
meat, milk, cheese and butter, as well as new poultry and egg farms and fish farms 
and new bakeries. 


In land reclamation, the Departments of Engineers, Survey, Military Works and Water 
are taking part in collective activities to prepare land for farming. We have 
actually established the Shubra Shihab farm in al-Qalyubiyah to raise and fatten 
cattle; this is considered to be one of the most modern of Egyptian farms and has 

a milk plant. We are also preparing a second plant to raise cattle in al-Tall al- 
Kabir. 


We have succeeded in reclaiming 150 feddans of land a week and around that have 
drilled wells to provide the land with irrigation water. 


Our armed forces engineers deal with the land, while hydraulic engineers drill the 
wells and military works engineers build centers to house livestock for the land 
which has recently been reclaimed. 


Maj Gen Eng Muhsin Sidqi asked me: 
"Do you know how much land we have reclaimed and how many wells we have drilled?" 


The chief of the Armed Forces Engineering Authority responded to his question with 
a smile of hope on his face: 


"As of end-June 1981, we have managed to reclaim 2,000 feddans and /dril1/ 50 water 
wells. 


"There is another great effort which the fighting men of our armed forces’ engineer- 
ing authority are carrying out in civilian sector projects to respond to the needs 
of the masses of our people: 


"They have made a practical contribution to the new industrial, electrical, agri- 
cultural and petroleum projects in the Western Desert. They have removed the old 
mines that had been scattered about in the various areas of this desert since World 
War Two. 


"The Engineers' Department has been removing the Shubra al-Khaymah electric plant 


in record time so that we can start erecting the new plant which will be the great- 
est thermal plant in Egypt with the cooperation of /text ends at this point/. 
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/caption/ Staff Maj Gen Eng Muhsin Sidqi, head of the Armed Forces Engineering 
Authority. 
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IRAN 


RAJA'I'S ELECTION CONSIDERED ‘TRIUMPH OF REVOLUTION’ 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The 2nd Mordad 1360, 22nd Ramadan 1401, 24th July 1981, is honored as a 
memorable day. The historical, noteworthy day signifies the triumphant stride 
of the Moslems towards ultimate victory. Even the phony Superpowers realized 
the historical significance of this auspicious day. In comsequence, they 
treacherously conspired to instigate fatal clashes in Islamic Iran on such a 
monumental day. However, the threats and futile exclamations of the exploitative 
Colonizers were thoroughly null and void, since on this sanctified day, falling 
within the Holy period of Qadr, the fresh fragrance of liberty once again revived 
the resolute spirit of Moslems in Iran. Presumably, this historical promise of 
freedom foreshadows the spiritual enlightenment of other Islamic nations in the 
region. 


When the Western expansionist countries were confronted with the inevitable 
downfall of Bani-sadr as their last hope, they were politically motivated to 
consolidate an unsubstantial opposition frent through their domestic deviationist 
elements such as the National Front, the Mujahedin Khalq and the Communist Fac- 
tions. In the course of the so-called anti government demonstrations on 25th 
Khordad (June 15, 1981), the belligerent Superpowers suffered an overwhelming 
shock for among the infinite flood of devout Moslems, there was no trace of the 
seditionist members of the National Front, the Mujahedin Khalq, and the pro-Bani- 
sadr demonstrators. Directly after such profound humiliation, inflicted upon 
the Superpowers, a sudden wave of terrorism and sabotage vibrated throughout 
Iran. However, all the efforts of the counter-revolutionaries have been quite 
futile, In the meantime, the unified Moslem nation has submitted itself to the 
inspiring decrees of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution and has renewed its 
pledge with the committed theologians. The Moslem people have maintained their 
active presence on the political scene and on the historical day of 2nd Mordad, 
July 24th 1981, the qualified Iranians cast their numerous votes in favor of 
Rajai, as a trustworthy, committed President of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
In this respect, the Iranian nation also dedicated martyrs to justify the presi- 
dential status of Rajai in the heart of history. After all, Rajai is honored as 
an independent president bending neither to the East nor West. So far the total 
number of votes in favor of Rajai has exceeded 11 million. A few points require 
our urgent attention in this respect: 
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l--The downfall of Banisadr and the election of Rajai, as a promising president, 
has made an indispensable contribution to the overall consistency throughcut the 
authoritative institutions of the Islamic Republic regime, and the initiai desire 
of the nation has at last been fulfilled in this respect. Furthermore, the 
deviationist elements of imperialism such as: Amir Entezam, Hassan Nazih, Madani 
and Banisadr have been eradicated from the political scene. Thus, the expansionist 
U.S. and other belligerent Colonizers will not be able to contrive dastardly con- 
spiracies and impose their destructive interference upon Iran. 


Still, it is quite evident that the avaracious Superpowers will challenge our 
victorious Revolution with new treacherous conspiracies and extensive sabotage. 


Despite such baseless threats, we are endowed with an overwhelming potential to 
annihilate the inevitable plots. 


2--We, hereby, declare that the decrepit policy of Imperialism to segregate the 
unified masses is now thoroughly absurd, since the enlightened people, along with 
their revolutionary leaders, aspire towards the sacred status of Martyrdom. As a 
matter of fact, the sacrificial endeavors of our committed people will neutralize 
the collusions of the Superpowers. The election procedures have been accomplished 
in the districts inhabited by the Sunni sect. The overwhelming enthusiasm of 

Sunni Moslems for the presidential elections and their active participation in the 
elections finally subdued all the international conspirators who administered the 
U.S. oriented conference of Taef, Nowadays, the frustrated U.S. is obliged to seek 
refuge in the foxy plots adopted by the CIA, Pentagon and her deviationist elements, 
to contrive clandestine conspiracies against the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


3--The political splinter groups, affiliated with the East and West, had made 
futile efforts to intensify the social turmoil during the hectic moments of the 
presidential elections. However, they were disenchanted at encountering the 
diligent participation of the qualified Iranians in the polling. Still, the 
counter-revolutionaries in collaboration with their imperialist authorities will 
make futile efforts to jeopardize the territorial integrity and the national 
solidarity of our revolutionized country. However, the resolute spirit of the 
Moslem nation is never vulnerable to such phony threats. After all, we are 
determined to achieve triumph over the belligerent Iraqi regime and bring about 
the liberation of the Holy City of Qods. 


4--All the infidel opponents of the Islamic Republic regime are quite disillusioned 
with the unexpected results of the elections. Thus, they will spread around base- 
less rumors that the presidential poll has been an evil trick or a nasty fraud. 

In fact, the Western mass media and the mischievous voices of America, Britain, 
Israel, West Germany and France disseminated provocative, unsubstantial propaganda, 
concerning the new round of presidential elections in Iran. Radio Israel has 
exclaimed that the club-wielders have cast votes in the polling. We hereby declare 
that "yes," the club-wielders did participate in the polls and we warn you that 

the same club-wielders will ultimately emancipate Qods from the billegerent domi- 
nation of the owners of the Phantom and AWACS and those destructive bombs. 


cso: 4600/114 
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IRAN 


EX-TEHRAN UNIVERSITY GOVERNMENT PROFESSOR ANALYZES TRENDS 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 9 Jul 81 p 8 
[Report of interview with Mehdi Mozaffari by Birgit Rasmussen ] 


[Text] Mehdi Mozaffari, doctor of political science, formerly 
a professor at Tehran University and now assistant professor 
at Aarhus, was for many years close to the chief figures of 
the Iranian revolution, including Beheshti, the next strongest 
man in the country, who was among those killed in the bomb 
attack Sunday [5 July]. 





The eyes of the world are again directed toward Iran after the powerful bomb ex- 
plosion in Islamic Republican Party headquarters in Tehran which wiped out a 
large part of the party leadership Sunday, including Beheshti, the party leader, 
who was considered the most powerful man after Khomeyni. 


The 41-year-old Mehdi Mozaffari, formerly professor at Tehran University and 
since 1979 living with his Danish wife and two sons in Denmark, where he teaches 
at the Institute of Political Science, Aarhus University, has good qualifications 
to appraise developments in Iran and the significance of what has just happened. 
Since his early youth he has been among the leaders in progressive religious and 
political movements in Iran, has been close to and worked with the later holders 
of power like Beheshti and also with political personalities like former presi- 
dent Bani-Sadr, who has been out of sight for 3 weeks, and with Bazargan. To- 
gether with them he has often fled from the Shah's police, the Savak, and later 
it has been the Islamic authorities, his former comrades in arms, that he has had 
to fear. 


"Bani-Sadr and others encouraged me to support Khomeyni, and I went with them to 
his residence outside Paris--that was in the time when posts and responsibilities 
were being handed out--but when it came to the point, I could not, and turned 
back a few meters from the residence. I left Tehran shortly before Khomeyni re- 
turned, for I knew that I would be one of the first to be put in prison or exe- 
cuted. My name was mentioned on the radio--and not favorably. It is dangerous 
to be known to the authorities--and an ‘apostate.'" 


Such a Man Was Beheshti 


What has happened in Iran since, with the many executions and the putting into 
pract.ce of the frightful Ishamic criminal law, did not take Dr Mozaffari by 
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surprise. "I am no prophet, but I was able to foresee how it would be. My doc- 
toral dissertation in 1970 dealt with "The Shiite Concept of Power," and during 
the work of analyzing the Islamic precepts and later Khomeyni's works, I saw the 
horror that has now materialized more and more clearly. It was along time before 
Hitler's "Mein Kampf" was taken seriously, and it is the same with Khomeyni's 
writings... And make no mistake, there are grounds in the Koran for the way 
Beheshti and the priesthood have proceeded, if you take it literally." 


Dr Mehdi Mozaffari met Beheshti for the first time in Rome in 1960 in his capacity 
as representative of the Moslem student organization, often saw him later in. 
Tehran, and has several letters from him. While Beheshti was imam in Hamburg, 
Mozaffari visited him frequently. "At that time I was among the leaders of 'the 
National Front" and of the 'Movement for the Liberation of Iran,’ which Beheshti 
had founded. I remember that Beheshti said to me that 'we shall not have modest 
visions; everything is possible, even the impossible, even an Islamic government. 
He also had good relations with the Shah and members of the government. A great 
political talent, and in spite of my strong opposition to him, I must say that in 
his way he was a valuable man. ‘Better Beheshti as a negotiating partner than a 
fool,’ his opponents often said. In his place we now have ayatollahs who do not 
have his quality and political sense, but are at least equally cruel. He knew 
how far he could go. 


"Perhaps he could--if not before, at least when it fitted in with his ambitions-- 
have broken the chain of terrorism, summary executions, etc., for in spite of 
everything he was open to the world, spoke and read four foreign languages, and 
was sensitive to opinion, even though he said the opposite." 


Who Set the Bomb? 


Concerning Bani-Sadr, whom he has known from student days, and who, by the way, 
strongly advised him 11 months ago not to return to Iran, Dr Mozaffari says that 
he knows him as an honest, patriotic man--and kind by nature. He could hardly 
bear to see the violent demonstrations--even on TV--and yet he was commander in 
chief of army, but did not know how to handle a weapon. Nobody has connected him 
with the bombing incident, because it is well known that that is not his style. 
Mozaffari does not think he has left Iran--for it would not be in keeping with his 
ambitions to take himself out cf play that way. 


"Bani-Sadr wants to mix one part Islam with one part nationalism and one part so- 
cialism, and that is perhaps both his strength and his weakness. His strength, 
because it can combine many forces; his weakness, because the forces are not homo- 
geneous, and his message is ambiguous, unclear." 


One of the big, important questions now is who set the 30 kilo bomb in place near 
him and in his IRP [Islamic Republican Party] headquarters. "The mojahedin, the 
socialist Muslims, who have great success among the young, are one possibility," 
says Dr Mozaffari. "But it is also conceivable that it was a faction of the army. 
Putting 30 kilograms of dynamite in a well-guarded place is professional work, 
indeed almost military, one might say. But the Iranian army has no tradition of 
coups d'état; itis mostly foreigners that have pulled off ours; we import them. 
But who krows, perhaps a surprise by the army cam be expected, maybe in connection 
with Khomeyni's death, and possibly it is being held back now only by fear of 
Khomeyni's power over the masses. It is always what the 81-year-old wants that 
happens... 
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"Whoever is behind the bombs, they must have infiltrated the IRP party, and why 
not TUDEH, the pro-Soviet party? In spite of everything, the situation will be 
less stable for a time; the priesthood is losing control a little, and after the 
violent slaughter will be short more qualified people for important posts than 
before it. That gives TUDEH more chance to get influence." 


Islamic-Pro-Soviet Alliance 


And paradoxical as it may sound, that party, which has always been financially, 
politically, and ideologically supported by the Soviet Union, zs already in, Mehdi 
Mozaffari says. "It is no longer a secret that there is a tacit alliance between 
the priesthood and TUDEH. A tactical alliance. The Islamic régime promotes anti- 
western tendencies, and the Soviet Union is highly satisfied with that. And 
through TUDEH the Soviet Union takes care of its interests in Iran, where the 
party's members are quietly and calmly infiltrating by degrees at all levels where 
the priesthood cannot entirely control the situation. They have not got enough 
administrators, officials, etc. And the ayatollahs for their part make use of 
TUDEH as a means of neutralizing the autonomous forces that are working for a 
nationalistic, independent, secular state of Iran--people like Bani-Sadr and Bazar- 
gan, all who are neither for the Soviet Union nor for the Americans, but want to 
remain Iranians. They are attacked incessantly in TUDEH's newspapers and on Radio 
Moscow... 


"And the priesthood assumes that TUDEH still cannot in a given case overthrow it 
and seize power, because the people are so deeply rooted in Islam. But the al- 
liance has really been established. And it is also known that some of the in- 

‘ formation that lands on Khomeyni's desk comes to him from the KGB [Committee for 
State Security] by way of TUDEH. 


"History shows that the Soviet Union never allows forces that are working for au- 
tonomy a completely independent policy in a country with which the Soviet Union 
has common boundaries. If we study the Iranian revolution we find a systematic 
outmaneuvering of those forces. The Russians do not need to invade Iran. They 
can simply ‘'work' quietly and wait for the situation to become ripe, and the West 
has been kind enough to commit errors in the region that the Russians can take ad- 
vantage of." 


To the question of whether he predicts a long life for the strict Islamic régime 
in Iran, Dr Mozaffari answers: "We have seen many governments that, to put it 
mildly, were not democratic or liberal, maintain power. Unless something extra- 
ordinary happens, I believe the situation will stabilize. This is merely a 
hypothesis, but if a stability is achieved based on the tactical alliance we have 
been discussing between the ayatollahs and the pro-Soviet party, that alliance 

may perhaps come to form the basis for a consensus between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. Trade will perhaps again be oriented largely toward the United 
States, for the country, the army, etc. must be built up, and for the Soviet Union 
stability, no threat on the border, and non-intervention in Afghanistan will be an 
acceptable situation. 


"And if we take the war with Iraq, which will soon have been going on for a year, 
and which the ayatollahs naturally use to eliminate opponents and to justify the 


economic situation and unemployment, etc., it is conceivable that if the régime 
really becomes stabilized, it may perhaps have no further use for that factor. 
And at that time I believe Iran will accept negotiations,” says Dr Mehdi Mozaffari. 


8815 4 
CSO: 3106/145 








ISRAEL 


FOREIGN MINISTRY REACTION TO BEN-ME'IR REPORTED 
TA061049 Jerusalem POST in English 6 Aug 81 p 3 
[Article by diplomatic correspondent David Landau ] 


[Text] The advent of Yehuda Ben-Me'ir (NRP) to the Foreign Ministry as its first- 
ever deputy minister is awaited by ministry men with trepidation and some misgivings. 


A closed coterie which never welcomed newcomers and outsiders, the ministry staff 
seems all the more dubious about Ben-Me'ir because it has developed such a warm 
regard for the present minister, Yitzhaq Shamir (Likud-Herut). 


Top-ranking ministry staffers are aware that Shamir was not at all enthusiastic 
about the idea of having a deputy--and his awareness adds to their doubts about 
Deputy Minister Ben-Me'ir. 


They wonder how the two men will hit it off together: Shamir, the taciturn, 
reticent and entirely unglamorous older man, and Ben-Me'ir, extroverted, 
undisguisedly ambitious, with a flair for public relations and a penchant for 
headline-catching pronouncements. 


Ben-Me'ir himself told the JERUSALEM POST last night that "as a psychologist (he 
lectures to post-graduate students at Bar-Ilan University), I know from var ‘ous 
Studies that husbands and wives who have opposite characteristics succeed best in 
marriage." 


"After talking with Shamir, I have no doubt that we will work well together. I 
have known him for many years, and share the universal admiration for hin," 
Ben-Me'ir said. 


The ministry men wonder too, as do outside political observers, what Ben-Me'ir's 
appointment signals for Shamir's own political future only a few months ago, 
Shamir was widely regarded as Premier Menahem Begin's heir-apparent in the Likud 
leadership. 


Since then, he has suffered two setbacks: first, Begin's old Irgun comrade-in- 
arms, Ya'agqov Meridor, returned to politics--and now to a prime post in the new 
Begin government; and second, Ari'el Sharon was promoted to defence minister, and 
thus joined the frontrunners in the succession stakes. 
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The foisting of a deputy foreign minister upon the reluctant Shamir has been a 
tnird blow to his perceived power and prestige within his party--especially since 
Sharon quickly and firmly slapped down the idea that Ben-Me'ir be named his deputy 
at defence. 


Ministry insiders said yesterday that Ben-Me'ir had already indicated that he 
proposes to be an active deputy minister. They said he wants responsibility for 
hasbara (information) policy and wants to be involved in Israel-U.S. relations. 


But the prospective deputy minister last night denied any particular preferences. 
"T will do whatever the minister asks me to do," he said. 


The insiders added that Ben-Me'ir intends to bring with him his own secretary and 
assistant. "Shamir brought no one," one ministry man noted wistfully. "He relied 
on us.” 


Ben-Me'ir said that he would be bringing "only technical assistance. There is no 
need for any other aids--the Foreign Ministry has excellent people." 


He noted that as a long-serving member of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defence 
Committee, and of its subcommittee on the Foreign Ministry, he is well-acquainted 
with the ministry. 


The appointment of a deputy minister, and his direct involvement in U.S.-Israel 
affairs, are likely to hasten the departure from the ministry of its second-ranking 
civil servant, Deputy Director-General Hanan Bar'on. 


Bar'on has been considering leaving for some time, and has been offered the post 

of director of the Israel Museum by Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Ko-lek. A veteran diplo- 
mat and one of the ministry's ablest senior staffers, he is under heavy pressure 
from his colleagues--and from the minister--to reconsider. 


cso: 4300/76 
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ISRAEL 


BETHLEHEM MAYOR DISCUSSES NEW CABINET 
TAO51907 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 5 Aug 81 


[Text] In the territories, most political figures would not react publicly to 

the new government, but privately in conversation with reporter Jerry Cheslow they 
expressed apprehension over Ari'el Sharon's appointment as defense minister. They 
noted Sharon's record as a tough military commander of Gaza and the fact that he 
was chairman of the Ministerial Settlement Committee in the previous Begin govern- 
ment. The only West Bank leader willing to express his views to our reporter was 
Bethlehem's mayor, Ilyas Frayj: 


[Begin recording] The general feeling in the West Bank among the population is 
that they are really very scared about the extremism of the newly-formed government 
in Israel because they have been reading the newspapers on how extreme it is. 

So I hope that the actions of the new government will prove the contrary and that 
the new government--especially the new defense minister--will initiate a new policy 
in the West Bank and Gaza, whereby the treatment of the people will be different 
from what it is now and that the defense minister will pay more attention to the 
needs of the municipalities and will deal with the municipalities as the elected 
institutions in the West Bank, and that we sincerely expect the prime minister 

to initiate a new bold and courageous gesture that might help to bring peace in 

the holy land where the Arabs and the Jews could live together in peace as good 
neighbors and as equal neighbors with each party recognizing the legitimate rights 
of the others. [End recording] 


CSO: 4300/76 
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ISRAEL 


IMPROVEMENT NOTED IN ISRAEL'S STANDING IN SOME AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
TAO70959 Jerusalem POST in English 7 Aug 81 p 9 
[Article by Murray Gordon] 


[Excerpts] There are small but tangible signs of an improvement in Israel's 
standing in a number of black African countries. Evidence of this may be found 
in growing political and economic ties between Jerusalem and several states, 
particularly West Africa. 


The explanation for this warming trend appears to be rooted in a combination of 
factors having to do with growing African disenchantment with Arab policies and 
Israeli activities within West Africa. 


African unhappiness with the Arabs surfaced at the recent Organization of African 
Unity summit that was held in Nairobi. President Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya, current 
chairman of the OAU, expressed a commonly shared African view when he rebuked the 
Arabs for their preoccupation with Middle East issues. This obsession, Moi warned, 
could cause the organization to lose sight of the problems that are of most direct 
concern to African states, which include the high cost of oil, economic assistance 
for the hard-pressed African economies and political developments in South Africa. 


The recent decision by Gabon and Zaire to allow Israel to open interests sections 
has strengthened Jerusalem's hand in these francophone countries. With diplomats 
of its own in these poor, but resource-rich countries, Israel has a chance of 
developing a wider range of economic, trade and diplomatic activities. 


This brings to five the number of African countries in which Israel has interests 
sections--the other three being Ghana, the Ivory Coast and Kenya. To round out 

the picture, Jezusalem maintains full diplomatic relations with four other countries 
on the continent--not counting South Africa. These are Egypt, Lesotho, Malawi 

and Swaziland. 


According to reliable sources, there is growing contact between Israeli business 
and diplomatic officials and high-level political figures in these and other West 
African countries. There is considerable public support, particularly among the 
educated elite, for Israel, most of whom would welcome a restoration of diplomatic 
ties. 
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A recent meeting in Accra of the Chana-Israel Friendship League, which was organized 
in 1979, was devoted to the question of recognition of Israel. Approximately 

200 people attended the meeting, which was addressed by a member of parliament, 

a prominent Baptist leader and businessmen. 


Trade and economic activity have, in the past few years, bounded ahead. Between 
1979 and 1980, the volume of trade with Gabon rose from $12 million to $14 million. 
Trade with Nigeria in the same period doubled, from $20 million to $40 million. 
Much of this trade is in key areas such as agriculture and communication, where 
Israeli products and expertise are rated highly. This expertise is much in demand 
in Nigeria, a country with which Jerusalem has no diplomatic ties. There are 
about 2,000 Israelis working on a wide range of construction projects in this 
oil-rich state. 


A project of no small economic importance was the construction in 1980 in Togo of 

a multi-million dollar factory for the production of cement clinker. Solel Boneh, 
together with the government of Ivory Coast, built this first major regional project 
in West Africa that is jointly owned by Togo, the Ivory Coast and Ghana. This 

was the first Israeli venture in Togo since ties were severed in 1973. 


Another sign of improved relations with Africa is the growing stream of young 
Africans coming to Israel to complete their studies. Although the number of 
students falls far short of the total who flocked to Israeli institutions during 
the Halcyon days of the 1960s, there are indications that more may be on the way. 
These students, whose travel and stay in Israel are often financed by international 
organizations, are enrolled in a wide variety of courses including agriculture, 
port management, adult education and trade unionism. Ironically, they make their 
way to Israel via Cairo, where they complete the last leg of the journey on a 
Nefertiti or El Al flight. 


Apart from the oil issue, there is growing West African concern of Libyan political 
ambitions in the region. Recently, the government in Accra severed diplomatic 
relations with Tripoli, accusing Colonel Mua'mmar al-Qadhdhafi's government of 
meddling in Ghana's internal affairs. 


At the diplomatic level, the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty weakens the Arab rationale 
for withholding recognition from Israel. Africans, when discussing the matter, 

often point out that it was the Egyptians who had pressed them the hardest to break 
with Jerusalem in 1973. With an Egyptian ambassador residing in Tel Aviv, and 
Israeli occupation of the Sinai coming to an end, many black Africans no longer 
believe it is logical to hold back on formal recognition of the Jewish state. 

They recognize, of course, that the threat of sanctions, or worse, is what keeps 
their governments in line. 


Israel, for its part, is not simply waiting for the Africans to come knocking on 

the door. There was a time when Israelis, after the shock of the break had worn 

off, reacted by arguing that Israel should write off Africa. These attitudes have 
changed. Israelis have a better and more realistic appreciation of the constraints-- 
political and economic--under which African governments operate. 


Jerusalem has been using quiet diplomacy, along with trade, in an effort to nudge 
the African states towards closer relations. This policy, it can be noted, has 
begun to yield diplomatic and economic results. 


CSO: 4300/76 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MINISTRIES TO TRANSFER--A number of government ministries will be transferred 
during the rule of the present government to East Jerusalem. The first ministry 

on which it was already decided that it will be transferred to the east of the city 
will be the Tourism Ministry. An agreement on this was reached between Tourism 
Minister Avraham Sharir and the prime minister. This is reported by our political 
correspondent Shim'on Schiffer. Minister Sharir is about to examine today a number 
of buildings in East Jerusalem, one of which will house the Tourism Ministry. 

The tourism minister has already notified senior officials in his ministry of the 
decision. Our correspondent remarks that in the Ash Shaykh Jarrah area in East 
Jerusalem a new quarter for government ministries is nearing final stages of 
construction. [Text] [TA080528 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 

8 Aug 81] 


MEXICO LOWERS PRICE OF OIL--Following heated negotiations Israel recently conducted 
with Mexico, the latter has lowered the price of oil it is selling Israel by ° 
approximately $2 a barrel. This will save Israel millions of dollars. An official 
announcement to this effect was given to the Energy Ministry yesterday. Our 
correspondent says that a few months ago Mexico lowered the price of oil it was 
selling by $4 a barrel in view of the world oil market slump, but suddenly raised 
the price by $2 a few weeks ago. Experts believed the hike lacked economic logic 
because of the glut in the world market and therefore the present reduction does 
not come as a surprise. Oil experts have told our correspondent that Mexico will 
probably lower the price of oil it is selling its other consumers as well, and 
noted chat Israel is not one of the largest consumers. Yesterday a report emanated 
from Mexico City about a slight decrease in the price of oil for all consumers. 
[Text] [TAO51811 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 5 Aug 81] 


NEW IDF ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENTS--The chief engineering officer has disclosed 

that the engineering corps has developed and is using new bulldozer tanks modeled 
on the Patton and Centurion tanks. These tanks are replacing the old Sherman ones. 
The engineering corps has also developed a small bridge for use over antiaircraft 
ditches and an assault raft that can be towed easily. This raft is entirely 
produced in Israel. The engineering corps is also using new mine systems. 

Brig Gen Avishay Katz told our correspondent Shalom Oren that the engineering corps 
is also prepared for fighting against gases and chemical materials. The construc- 
tion system has been transferred to the maintenance corps from the engineering 
corps and the engineering corps is now entirely a combat corps. [Text] [TAO41114 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 4 Aug 81] 














NEW MILITARY SECRETARY--Our political correspondent Shim'on Schiffer has learned 
that the prime minister decided to appoint Col 'Azri'el Nevo as his military 
secretary. Colonel Nevo is now serving as assistant to the outgoing military 
secretary, Brig Gen Efrayim Poran. [Text] [TAO50521 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 0500 GMT 5 Jul 81] 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION DATA RELEASED--During the first third of 1981 (January to 
April) industrial production rose. At constant prices, in industrial plants 
employing salaried workers (apart from the diamond industry) it rose by 1.5 percent 
compared with the last third of 1980 (September to December). This increase came 
as a continuation of the recovery in industrial production that began in the second 
third of 1980, which was about 4 percent higher than the first third of 1980. 

A similar increase in production was noted in the last third of 1980, compared 
with the second third. This was reported in Jerusalem by the spokesman of the 
Central Bureau of Statistics, who relied on data computed after adjusting for the 
normal seasonal fluctuations. The spokesman also added that the standard of 
industrial production in the first third of 1981, compared with the first third 

of 1980, was not the same in all fields. Striking increases in production were 
noted in the following fields. Printing and publishing (10 percent); mining and 
quarrying and rubber and plastic products (4 percent each). There were decreases 
of 3-4 percent in the fields of: food, drinks and tobacco, basic metals and metal 
and leather products. There were only small fluctuations in the other fields. 
During the first third of 1981 daily work wages for industrial workers rose (this 
did not include one-time payments and differentials in salaries for previous 
periods) by 42 percent in comparison with the same period last year (January- 
April 1980). It will be noted that the consumers’ price index rose during the 
first third of 1981 in comparison with 31 percent of the last third of 1980, by 
134 percent in comparison with the same period last year. [Text] [TAO41101 Tel 
Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 4 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 4323/36 


31 











JORDAN 


BEIRUT PAPER ON COUP ATTEMPT, UNKEST 
PMO030818 Beirut AS-SAFIR in Arabic 29 Jul 81 pp 1, 14 


[Unattributed report: "Discovery of Coup Attempt in Jordan; 25 Officers and 
150 Soldiers Arrested" ] 


[Text] According to reports from Amman the Jordanian regime recently discovered 
an organization within the Jordanian Army, including several officers of different 
ranks, which was preparing to state a military coup against the regime. 


The reports add that Jordanian intelligence discovered the organization and 

arrested 25 officers, including one with the rank of colonel. Intelligence organs 
are now carrying out a large-scale purge of the army ranks which has so far involved 
more than 150 soldiers and warrant officers. 


Well-informed sources said that some sort of house arrest has been imposed on the 
families of the arrested officers and their telephones have been disconnected. 
This situation, the sources added, was clearly reflected in Amman and Irbid, where 
army and military police patrols are patrolling the streets day and night and 
guards have been reinforced on official premises, the general staff building and 
the radio and television building. 


In the meantime arrivals from Amman say that students of al-Yarmuk University in 
Irbid, 80 kilometers north of Amman, have been staging a sit-in strike since 

19 July in protest against the campaign of arrests and persecution by the Jordanian 
authorities to suppress the displays of support for the Palestinian resistance and 
the Lebanese national movement. 


The arrivals said that the students of al-Yarmuk University staged a demonstration 
on 19 July and organized rallies and the donation of blood for the resistance and 
the Lebanese national movement. 


They said that the Jordanian authorities immediately dispatched large forces 
which cordoned off the university and arrested 12 students. The university 
administration expelled 50 students accused of causing riots on the campus. 


The arrivals say that intelligence organs are now hunting 20 students who allegedly 
incited the demonstration. Among those known to be arrested are: Jawdat Yusuf 
(administrative science), Nadir at-Tall (economics), Jamal Mahmud (administrative 
science), Riyad al-'Attar (physics), and 'Ahid "Abd al-Bari (mathematics). 





32 














The sit-in strike, the arrivals state, is still in progress and the students have 
issued a statement demanding the following: 


That blood donations be delivered to the resistance and the Lebanese national 
movement. 


That U.S. policy in the area be condemned and practical measures be taken against 
U.S. interests in Jordan. 


That the detained students be released and those who have been expelled from the 
university be reinstated. 
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JORDAN 


PAPER ON BOYCOTT OF U.S. GOODS 
JNO11008 


[Editorial report] Amman AR-RA'Y in Arabic publishes on page 6 of its 1 August 1981 
issue reportage by Samihah ‘Ali on Jordan's "popular boycott" of U.S. products. 

The report is carried under the banner headline "As of Today Do Not Buy Anything 
That is American" and the subheads "Woe Unto the Nation That Eats What it Does Not 
Grow and Wears What it Does Not Manufacture" and "Call to Every Free Citizen: 

Do Not Turn Your Piaster Into a Bullet in the Chest of Your Son.” 


Cited in the report on the boycott of U.S. products, Nizar Jardanah, doyen of the 
pharmacists, says: "This idea originated in the pharmacists’ association when we 
met to send a medical team to Lebanon. We were pained by our situation, realizing 
that our children are being killed in southern Lebanon by U.S. weapons. Hence, 
there came the idea, to which the unions reacted excellently by adopting a unanimous 
decision to boycott all U.S. goods for which there is a local, Arab or foreign 
substitute or those that can be dispensed with. According to statistics, in 1979 
Jordan imported 7 million ounces of medicines, about 25 percent of which was 
imported directly from the United States or indirectly from U.S. firms in Europe. 
The association will seek to stop the importation of all these medicines, except 
those that cannot be substituted, such as cancer and anesthetic drugs. All unions 
will do this because we want to expand the boycott to include the labor unions as 
well as the popular social bodies, expanding it until the idea reaches the Chamber 
of Commerce. We will also spread this call through the Arab world by means of the 
Arab unions' continuous contacts. The idea will then be raised before governments 
to get them to take part in its implementation." 


Talking about the people's response to the idea, Jardanah says: "I think that the 
people's positive response will be high and will not be less than 75 percent. In 
order to achieve this, there should be an information campaign to place the indi- 
vidual face to face with this problem. It has been proven that the individual 
can do something as this is an embodiment of the nation's will, especially in the 
absence of other means, and as the weapon of boycott is considered an appropriate 
one. The call for this boycott has the specific aim of protesting against the 
daily killing of our children and men by Israel with U.S. weapons. We have to 
convey this stand of ours to the United States. We have to make people move and 
feel that Israel is America and vice versa. Despite all Arab concessions, the 
U.S. officials' statements still stress that Israel is their primary ally." 





Six citizens, representing importers and consumers, are interviewed. One of them 
says: "Although I know that this boycott will not affect America a great deal, 

I will comply with the people's will and refrain from dealing with U.S. goods." 
Another says: "I think that this talk is for local consumption because the action 
must be taken on an official level. Otherwise, it will be useless as there are 
1,000 ways for American goods to reach our markets." A third says: "The imple- 
mentation of this decision in Jordan is something beautiful, but the boycott which 
shakes America is that of oil." A fourth says that the boycott should be "on a 
general Arab level." The last two call for undertaking the boycott on an official 
level and for stopping U.S. commercials on television and in other media. 


The report ends by appealing to merchants and consumers to boycott U.S. goods. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


AID INSTALLMENT FROM KUWAIT--The economic editor writes: Yesterday, the Ministry 
of Finance received a $65-million transfer from the Kuwaiti Government representing 
the first installment of the Kuwaiti financial aid to Jordan. This installment was 
due on 1 January. Kuwait's commitment to Jordan amounts to $195 million for 1981. 
This will be paid in three equal installments of $65 million on the first of 
January, May and September. [Excerpt] [JN280957 Amman AR-RA'Y in Arabic 28 Jul 81 


p 1] 
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SUDAN 


DARFUR FINANCE MINISTER OUTLINES ADVANTAGES OF REGIONAL RULE 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 29 May 81 pp 8-9 


[Article: "Darfur Government Speaks; Minister of Finance: Regional Rule Means More 
Services and Production"] 


[Excerpt] Dr 'Abd-al-Hamid al-Tijani, the minister of finance and economy, remained 
Stationed in Khartoum in recent weeks to follow up ceaselessly and with strong 
determination the issue of food supplies and of petroleum. He considers the issue 
of securing these supplies in the province his first and biggest challenge. This is 
why success is inevitable. I stayed throughout April and the first week of May in 
the office of the Darfur Province governor at the Socialist Union and experienced 
closely the hardships which Dr ‘Abd-al-Hamid and Arbab encountered to acquire 
materials and spareparts and, ultimately, to ship them, which is the worst of all 
problems. They arrived in their office at 0800 and continued to work ceaselessly 
inside and outside the office, with or without a car or with a taxicab. They worked 
in the ministries, organizations, the industrial zone and, the al-Sijanah market. 
They contacted Port Sudan or al-Abyad and at times traveled to them when necessary. 
Their work continued in this manner until 1600 or 1630 in Khartoum's stifling and 
poisonous atmosphere. A man who experiences this situation closely will never wish 
to become minister. 





Under these circumstances, and out of appreciation for them, I handed him [presumably 
Dr 'Abd-al-Hamid al-Tijani] my questions so that he could answer them in writing at 
home because he had no time for a (recorded interview). I chased him daily, reminding 
and reproving. He wasn't harsh but he promised a lot and broke his promises to the 
point where I thought he did not attach any importance to the media, like all 
financial experts and economists. I tried to persuade him of the importance of 
information on the political, development and modernization issues but to no avail. 

A week passed and then another half a week with no answer. The time had come and 

it was putting pressure on me; Hasan Sati was pursuing me by telephone, asking me 

to fulfill my promise on time. I e-rress here my regret for the unintentional delay 
for which, of course, Dr 'Abd-al-Hamid is not responsible. I despaired of him and 
returned to al-Fashir to try my luck with other ministers. The interviews started 

and I was drowned in them, sorting, rephrasing and summarizing. While in the midst 

of all this, I received an envelope from Khartoum. I was surprised. I then proceeded 
to open it and found that it contained the doctor's answers, typed neatly. Even the 
questions which I had handed him in hand writing were typed. Here I am sending them 
to Sati to enter the dossier as received. 
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[Answer to first question] Yes, Sudan is considered a developing country and not 

a backward country because the latter word, i.e. beckward, is no longer used in the 
development literature in view of the fact that near]: «|: the countries of the 

world have started forward on the path of development. «sue phrase “less developed" 
may be used. Inevitably, the developing countries will reach the phase of development 
in the near future. 


Now let us return to the essence of the question, namely that the limited resources 
from which Sudan, like the other developing countries, suffers constitute an obstacle 
on the path of implementing regional rule at a fast pace. In other words, will the 
regional rule constitute an additional burden to Sudan's financial resources? 


The answer is yes. The regional rule system will constitute an additional 
financial burden. But the other part of the answer is: Will the gains that we 
will reap from the regional rule be equal to these costs or not? Here we say that 
the gains from regional rule surpass the costs because the yield is represented in 
care for the citizen who is the goal and objective of development. In other words, 
this system concerns itself with the Sudanese citizen, with the standard of his 
prosperity and with his participation in managing his political and economic affairs. 
We know that the goal of development is not only to increase the individual's share 
of the national income, i.e. enhance his income standard, but also to enhance the 
individual's participation in managing his affairs, forming his future and adapting 
his presence in a manner compatible with his aspirations. All this comes through 
regional rule because every province has the right to manage its economic and 
political affairs within the framework of the state's general policies and under 
the canopy of the united Sudan with all the factions in its alliance. 


The regional rule system is capable of helping effectively an increase in production 
and productivity and, consequently, in hélping economic and social development. 

If there are financial burdens, they are temporary and will disappear in the near 
future. It is hoped that the previnces which rely mainly on the central government 
for financing will become in the future a source of revenue and of financial 
resources for the state. I do not find it at all unlikely when I say that the central 
budget will be financed by the surpluses of the regional budgets by the end of one 

or two decades, thus making these supluses the main sources of the state's general 
budget. Let us start with the local and regional resources to meet the expenses at 
the local, regional and central level. We will thus reach the stage of self-reliance 
in development financing. This is an advanced stage of development. 


On this premise, I urge the Arab and international financing organizations and the 
fraternal and friendly countries to extend a helping hand to Sudan in this phase 

So as to ~nable it to overcome the current phase because Sudan, with its material 
and human resources, can reach the phase of self-reliance shortly, and very shortly, 
when compared to the other developing countries which lack many of the resources 
with which Sudan is blessed. This means that Sudan's problem lies in securing the 
financial sources to exploit these resources in the required speed and manner. 

On this basis, I want to assure the citizens in the province that regional rule 
doesn't mean saddling the citizen of the province with additional financial burdens 
but means more services and more production and development. Even if there are new 
taxes, which are not at all foreseeable at present, then these taxes will undoubtedly 
be much smaller than the yield which the citizen will reap. 
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Fundamental Problem Is Providing Water 


[Answer to second question] Yes, God be thanked, Darfur Province is very rich in 
resources, especially regarding the agricultural and livestock wealth. But the main 
problem is the problem of supplying water to man and beast. If we manage to supply 
the water, we will be able to exploit these resources and the yield will be abundant, 
God willing. I will not be exaggerating if I say that Darfur Province can contribute 
effectively to supplying the Arab world and the neighboring countries with a large 
portion of the meats which they import from Europe at present. The other provinces 
can produce the remaining meat and food supply needs. We will thus realize what the 
world is urging, namely that Sudan become the food basket of the Arab world. 

On this basis, the aspects of investment in Darfur Province are embodied in the 
spheres of livestock and agricultural wealth, transportation, communications and 

the small industries which rely on the livestock and agricultural wealth. As for 

the facilities which the Darfur regional government can offer, they are the same as 
the facilities stipulated by the state's investment law and announced by Badr-al- 
Din Sulayman, the minister of finance and national economy. These facilities are 
summed up in giving land to an industrial installation at base price and tax and 
customs exemptions for a set period of time, in addition to the investment incentives 
needed in this regard. As for the obstacles in the face of an upsurge in investment, 
there are no noteworthy obstacles. The basic requirements are to train the skilled 
cadres and to supply the electricity and the water needed for an installation. 


Purpose of Development Is to Make Man Happy 


[Answer to third question] As you have pointed out, development begins and ends 
with man, meaning that man is the one who makes development and that the purpose 

of development is to make man happy and to realize prosperity for him. Man is man, 
be he in Darfur, in northern, eastern, central or southern Sudan. I cannot say that 
a citizen in a certain area has qualities distinguishing him from a citizen in 
another area. What is required of the citizens in all the provinces and in Sudan 
generally is to raise the slogan of enhancing production and productivity and of 
developing the spirit of responsibility and loyalty. God willing, we will attain 
what we aspire for in the near future. This is not much for God. 


I cannot Wade 


[Answer to fourth question] As for the fundamental features and characteristics of 
both the current and the development parts of the general budget, I cannot wade into 
this subject because the budget is still in the phase of discussion. But what I 

can say is that we here in the province and the central government have given the 
projects to provide water top priority and that these projects are followed by the 
agricultural projects and the projects to strengthen the health and educational 
services. 


State Has Supplied All Needed Funds 


[Answer to fifth question] Of course there is a number of development projects which 
have not been implemented in Darfur Province. This manifestation applies to all of 
Sudan's provinces because by its nature, implementation is tied to time and to numerous 
technical, financial and administrative factors. Therefore, the projects that have 

not been implemented in Darfur will be implemented in the coming years. There is no 
obvious problem that can obstruct the implementation of these projects. God be thanked, 
the state has provided all the funds needed for the implementation of these projects 
and we are currently in the process of studying the best means for implementation, 
taking into consideration the province's executive and absorption capacity. 
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Coordination Among Provinces 


[Answer to sixth question] Yes, Sudan's provinces differ as to the degree of 
backwardness, population density and availability of the infrastructures. 
Consequently, the level of progress and the ideal method for narrowing the gap 
between the provinces lie in a regional coordination based on mutual benefit under 
the canopy of the united Sudan so as to enhance growth and prosperity for the 
provinces and for Sudan generally. 
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SUDAN 


AGRICULTURAL SITUATION IN DARFUR DISCUSSED 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 29 May 81 pp 8-9 


[Article: "Darfur Government Speaks; Minister of Agriculture: Darfur Is One of 
the Country's Richest Provinces With Natural Resources" ] 


[Excerpts] We met with Yusuf Sulayman Takinah, the minister of agriculture and 
natural resources in Darfur Province, so that he could tell us about the province's 
natural resources. He said: "The province is rich with natural resources." I became 
aware of this fact 2s a result of the field trips that I have recently made to many 
parts of the province. 


"T have formed the conviction that this province is almost the richest in natural 
resources, whether in terms of livestock, in terms of fertile land which hasn't been 
exploited yet or in terms of its moderate climate which is convenient for the 
production of many kinds of vegetables and fruits, such as the area of Jabal Murrah 
and the savannah area which is rich with its resources. There are also the soft 
wood forests which are found in abundance in the western and southern parts of the 
province. As for wildlife, Darfur is nearly the richest of the country's provinces 
in this respect. This fact creates very good potentials for tourism, especially in 
the areas of Wadi Salih, Jabal Murrah and al-Rudum. As for livestock potentials, 
one can talk about them at length and without restraint. However, there are some 
problems due to the density of the livestock population which has created pressure 
on pasture lands. There is also the problem of decertification in the northern 
part of the province. But it is my evaluation that these two problems are not that 
serious if people confront them with action and with programs that curtail 
decertification in the north and enhance the grazing capacity of the pasture lands 
in the south." 


Resources Are not Exploited 


Takinah went on to say: "The fact is that these resources have not been exploited. 
One regrets to see the deterioration in the services, especially in the sector of 
agricultural services, in recent years. This deterioration is due to the fact that 
many top-level officials give agricultural services a low priority that may rank 
fourth or fifth, even though this is a sphere of production that may increase the 
service (components) if we give it special attention. As a result, the financial 
appropriations, the work capabilities and the production revenues of this sector 
suffer from heavy negligence that has obstructed the capabilities of this sector's 
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workers to a large degree, even though the sector contains a large number of qualified 
youth. But the lack of the necessary appropriations, of the means of movement and 
transportation and of other components has obstructed the capability of these young 
men and has even made them feel insignificant as people who can perform a service 

for this country. As a result of this situation, there has been a clear drop in 

the production of both the conventional and the modern sector. If we take corn 
production in the conventional sphere, we find that the recent years have witnessed 
Starvation in many parts of the province." 


Sack of Corn for 100 Pounds 


In some parts of Buram and Dain, the price of a sack of corn reached nearly 100 
pounds last fall. Nobody could imagine such a thing happening at all, especially 
when we learn that Nyala, Dain and Buram are rich savannah areas where the average 
annual rainfall is more than 500 millimeters. For a sack of corn to reach such a 
terrible price in such areas is tantamount to a tremendous decline. As for livestock, 
veterinary services have relied in the past 5 years on the aid received from the 
OAU [Organization of African Unity]. The vehicles received as part of this aid have 
broken down, keeping in mind that they were the only means for the transportation 

of the veterinarians and the technicians. With the breakdown of these vehicles, 

the services dropped by 55 percent in comparison with what they had been before the 
past 5 years. This in turn has led to a drop in livestock production. Moreover, 
large numbers of livestock have perished due to the lack of the necessary veterinary 
care. 


Service Rote in Sphere of Livestock Is 20 Percent 


Takinah added that the sector of agricultural services for livestock currently 
performs services within the limits of only 20 percent of its total capacity. If this 
situation persists, in addition to the poor pasture lands, we will be exposed in the 
next 10 years to a total annihilation of the livestock wealth in this province. 
Therefore, the people in this sector need serious and speedy action to save what 

can be saved. 


Forests 


As for forests, a 6-year plan was drawn up in the late 1960's to attain self- 
sufficiency in soft wood for all of Sudan from the area of Jabal Murrah. Very 
regrettably, only 30 percent of the plan was implemented and the trees planted within 
the framework of this plan developed the yellow-leaf disease and almost perished due 
to the lack of followup and care. Moreover, there have been two fires, one of which 
occurred this year and the other earlier, which destroyed an area of 4,000 feddans 
of soft wood trees in the area of Qulul in Jabal Murrah--an area subjected to total 
negligence. At present, many of these trees are not subjected to (thinning) [al- 
tabtir] process which is extremely important for their growth. If no immediate 

plan is formulated to save the situation, this project will disappear completely 

in one or two seasons. Takinah then resumes his talk about the animal wealth in 
this provice, asserting that it is the richest province with wildlife and that it 
contains all the kinds of animals existing in Africa. From the northern semi-desert 
part to the southern, southwestern and eastern parts of the province which are in 
the rich savannah area, there are all kinds of animals and rare wildlife. What is 
regrettable is that this sector, like the other sectors in this sphere, has been 
subjected to negligence. Some species of wildlife have begun to be exposed to 
extinction, especially with the presence of modern arms in the hands of many of the 
nomadic tribes. 
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Elephants Emigrate 


In al-Rum area, elephants have begun to emigrate to central Africa. If the 
destruction of elephants and of leopards continues in the present manner, we will 
not find any of these species of wildlife within 5 years. 


Insofar as cultivable lands are concerned, we have vast areas in southern Darfur, 
along the banks of Bahr al-‘Arab in particular and in some parts of the north. 

If these lands are exploited, food security can be realized not only for the province 
or for the country's other provinces but also for the neighboring countries. 

It is regrettable that no efforts have yet been made to utilize these lands. As for 
oil seeds, this province alone has produced peanuts which have yielded a revenue 

of 60 million pounds. This is a conventional crop into which only a very small 
degree of modernization has been introduced. It is evident from this that if only 

a little effort is exerted to modernize this kind of crop, its revenues will 
multiply several times, thus enhancing the farmer's income and encouraging him to 
produce more. This province can thus become one of the country's, even of Africa's, 
most prosperous provinces. 


Food Security 


Securing food for man is an obsession with the minister of agriculture and natural 
resources. In this regard, his excellency the minister said: ‘When I entered the 
cabinet, I drew up my strategy on the basis of securing food for the citizen of this 
province this season, despite the difficult circumstances under which I came. 

The conditions require us to start our first season with the rains. Consequently, 
we have not had enough time to draw up long-range plans. Therefore, I and the 
leaders of the agricultural sector in the northern and southern parts of the 
province have focused on preparations to insure food security in the mechanized and 
conventional agriculture areas and on increasing the cash crop, namely peanuts, to 
raise its revenues next season. Our policy seeks to strike a balance between the 
food crop and the cash crop so that neither may overwhelm the other. In the 
southern part of the province, 80 percent of the preparations have been completed 
to deal with the current season, but without expansion and with emphasis on the 
already existing projects so as to enhance their productivity. This includes the 
Habila project which covers 1,500 feddans, the Quraydah project which will expand 
to 10,000 feddans next season compared to 5,000 feddans last season, the Khawr 
Ramlah project in Jabal Murrah and the Hajlijah project in Dain. The acreage of 
this project will also be doubled. There is also the runoff water project in 
Malamm al-Widyan area, Qubbat Musaddaq area and Abu Dulayq area. We believe that 
if rainfall is moderate this year we will be able to secure 70-80 percent of the 
province's food needs." 


I Wish Everybody Could See Umm ‘Ajajah 


Takinah then spoke about Umm ‘Ajajah from the depths of his soul and with a fire 
that consumes all his emotions and is reflected in the muscles of his expressive 
face, saying: 


"I wish everybody in this province could see the area of Umm "Ajajah with its vast, 


fertile and flat lands which require no noteworthy efforts from heavy machinery. 
Nomadic bedouins used to rely for their corn needs on what was planted in this area. 
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Yet, the project was shut down for reasons unknown to us or to the province authorities 
so far. All the machinery was transferred to Tuzi project in the Central Province." 
Takinah then stated that he met twice with his colleague the minister of agriculture, 
food and natural resources in Khartoum earlier this year and with the general 
director of the Public Organization for Mechanized Agriculture and that agreement 
was reached to resume work in this project, provided that the Mechanized Agriculture 
Organization secure the machinery and a maintenance workshop so that an already 
prepared area of 10,000 feddans may be cultivated and so that new areas may be 
cleared as of the new season. Regrettably, I went to the project on the set date 
and found no trace of officials of the Mechanized Agriculture Organization. I was 
compelled to appoint a director for the project from among the brother agronomists 
in Nyala and asked the governor to appoint an assistant medical officer for the 
project. I then met with the farmers in Dain area and we reached agreement that 

they will provide two tractors for the project. Moreover, his excellency the 
president has presented the province with a gift of five tractors which are on their 
way to us. I have given instructions that three of the tractors be shipped to the 
project after they are assembled in Nyala. Takinah said that he expects 7,000 
feddans of Umm ‘Ajajah project to be cultivated this year. This will meet the corn 
needs of the eastern and southeastern parts of the province. 


European Market Project Creates Scare 


Speaking about Jabal Murrah project, Takinah said that the project proposed by the 
EEC group has created a scare among the farmers because they don't understand it. 
This is due to the lack of adequate information. I visited the project and agreed 
with those in charge of it that it is an experimental project and that the farmers 
here cannot wait for its results to appear and then start their cultivation. 
Consequently, I have instructed the farmers to plough their lands this year and to 
cultivate them in their old methods. Meanwhile, the project's experiments will 
continue until their results appear. I will return to the project later this 
month to familiarize myself with the progress of its work, as already agreed. 


Tobacco 


As for tobacco, Takinah said, that 50,000 pounds have been approved as a first 
installment [to aid tobacco cultivation]. We have received the sum and a new 
manager has been appointed for the project and will arrive from Khartoum shortly. 

We will begin tobacco cultivation this season. I have instructed the people 
concerned to prepare the seedlings so that we may start actual cultivation at the 
end of June and the beginning of July. We have had a problem in shipping cement 

and zinc sheets for the project's wells and furnaces. I have asked the Coordination 
Office in Khartoum to supply one or two vehicles to ship these materials. 


New Direction in Savannah 


Takinah went on to discuss the project to develop the western savannah, saying that 
the project has been reevaluated and redirected in order to supply the area within its 
borders with water, road and veterinary services, in addition to the experimental 
farms that are being currently set up in it. The is a financing problem with the 
World Bank. The project director has gone to the United States to conclude the 
financing agreement. Therefore, I expect that the project will begin as of next 
October, implementing its programs in a practical manner. On our part as a 
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provincial government, we have pledged to the World Bank that the funds received for 
the project will not be transferred to the services from now on but will be spent 

on the immediate purposes of the project. Moreover, we have pledged that the brothers 
performing the veterinary and other services will operate from within the provincial 
government and according to the project's Program. These were the only reservations 
expressed by the World Bank officials and we have given them our pledges in writing. 
Therefore, there is no financing problem any longer. 





Neglected Area 


Takinah then declared that there has been an area whose agricultural services have 
been neglected, namely the southwestern area of Darfur or the area of al-Ta'ayishah 
and al-Bani Halabah [tribes]. This is due to the security conditions. The area 

is not included in the savannah project. Takinah added: "I have instructed the 
brother agronomists to conduct an immediate Study in order to set up agricultural 
and development projects in this area and to form a team for this purpose. I expect 
this team to present the outcome of its study within 1 or 2 months." 


Fearful Laxity 


We then asked him to tell us, by virtue of his experiences in the past few months, 
about the hindrances obstructing the path. He says that he will speak frankly and 
that he is always frank, adding: "The resources and the human cadre are available 
but there is fearful laxity in the civil service. With this laxity, there has been 
a lack of leadership. To a large extent, people have begun to deal with issues 
bureaucratically inside their offices and by way of reports, without paying any 
attention to problems in the field. Naturally, this laxity can be dealt with 
through the presence of a responsible leadership, through making decisions on the 
issues and through adopting the new values." 


He continued with emotion: "The other painful thing is that people, especially 
people in the civil service, do not fully understand the phase of regional 
government. Their understanding of this experience is still vague. Takinah then 
urged the civil service leaderships to understand clearly the new relations 

created by the regional government and said that this will help solve many of the 
problems of laxity and of misunderstanding." Takinah added: "Our good people still 
believe in forgiving. If an official in charge brings a delinquent civilzeservant 

to account they intercede on his behalf for forgiveness and for overlooking the 
offense, even if this is done at the expense of the public good. Takinah urged that 
this phenomenon be brought to an end for the sake of public interest. He then 
asserted that the central Ministry of Agriculture fully understands the relationship 
between the two [central and regional] ministries and praised Dr ‘Umar al-Amin, 

the minister of agriculture, and Dr al-Jak, the minister of state for agriculture, 
Saying: ''They cooperate with us to the furthest degree and fully understand the 
nature of agricultural work in this province. They have fully empowered me to take 
charge of all aspects of the agricultural activity." 
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Field Visits 


Yusuf Takinah is a young minister. I believe he is the youngest of the province's 
ministers. This youth helps him to move about freely and to work hard in all parts 
of the province. However, he is not unique in this quality of mobility because all 
the ministers in this province are wanderers and travelers. From March until now, 
Takinah has made numerous on-the-spot visits that have covered most parts of the 
province and he is still ready to travel. 


We asked him to tell us about the outcome of these visits and he said: “The first 
visit I made was to Jabal Murrah where I familiarized myself with the progress of 

the project's work and with the problems of this area on the spot. This area has 
been subjected to numerous experiments from the 1950's until the present. These 
experiments have not served their purpose and this has aroused doubt in the minds 

of the farmers who have not felt the benefits of these experiments. This is what 
motivated me to start my field visits in the area of Jabal Murrah. I, along with 

the brother agronomists, have been able to solve the immediate problems on the spot 
and I have instructed that the project serve the people's interest. In my evaluation, 
the trip was important because it helped me familiarize myself with the laxity 
existing in the agricultural services, whether for the forests, the orchards, the 
tobacco fields or the other activities. The trip also helped me form a clear 

picture as to how to deal with the remaining problems upon my next visit. The second 
area I visited was Malamm al-Widyan and Abu Dulayq where I found the problems to 

be simpler, but on a smaller scale and requiring less effort." 


Collapsed Project 


"The visit aiso included Saq al-Na'amah project which I found to be a collapsed 
project. Not a single feddan of the project was cultivated last year. I also 

found the brother official in charge of the cultivation of the jojoba, a desert 

crop with a high yield, and his team with nothing to do because they had no fuel 

and no work resources. The jojoba plants were also thirsty because they had not 
been irrigated in 4 months. The officials needed 20 barrels of gas monthly whereas 
the governorate was not able to supply them with one-tenth this quantity. Therefore, 
I have given my instructions that the same acreage of this project which was 
cultivated in the past be cultivated again. I also instructed the supply officials 
to secure the required quantities of gas. They also have a small problem of 
liquidity within the limits of 5 ,000-6 ,000 pounds. We will cover this sum from the 
budget of the Regional Ministry. Thus, I believe that they can supply al-Fashir's 
vegetable and corn requirements in the coming season. I will visit them again before 
I visit Jabal Murrah to see how the preparations for the season are coming along 

and to solve some simple and temporary problems. The other area that I have visited 
is the area of Umm 'Ajaj. As I have already said, this area has all the natural 
resources for agriculture. During this visit, I, along with the Southern Darfur 
Security Committee, the Dain District Security Committee, brother Yusuf Bakhit, the 
cabinet secretary general, and a number of notables of al-Ruzayqat and al-Masiriyah 
al-Humr tribes near this area. We took several measures and resolutions to 

prevent the recurrence of such clashes. So far, the security situation there is 
very reassuring. The incidents will not recur if our brothers in Kordofan take 

the same precautionary measures that have been taken here." 
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SUDAN 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON DARFUR REGIONAL LEADERS PUBLISHED 

Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 29 May 81 pp 8-9 

[Text] Dr ‘Abd-al-Hamid: Full name: ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Tijani ‘Abd-al-Majid. 
Birth date and place: 18 October 1943 in the town of al-Fashir. 

Social status: Marrried and has 3 children. 


Academic data: 1. BA in economics with honors from Khartoum University in 1967. 
2. PhD in economics from Liverpool University in England, 1974. 3. Assistant 
professor in Kuwait in 1978. 4. Chair professor in Kuwait in 1980. 5. Studies in 
economy and planning. 


Work data: 1. Assistant financial inspector at the Ministry of Finance and Economy 
in 1967. 2. Financial inspector in 1968. 3. Planning inspector in 1969. 4. Chief 
planning inspector in 1972. 5. Professor at Khartoum University from 1974-77. 

6. Regional expert in Khartoum for the OAU from 1974-77. 7. Adviser for the Ford 
Office in Khartoum. 8. Consultant and member of the Board of Directors of the 
Economic and Social Research Council of the National Research Council. 9. Planning 
expert in the Arab Planning Institute of Kuwait from October 1977 to February 1981. 


Adviser for the ministries of finance in each of Abu Dhabi and Qatar during 
employment in the Arab Planning Institute. 


He trained the technical cadres which prepared the five-year plan of the UAE 
Government during my employment in the Arab Planning Institute. 


He studied modernizing and implementing the general budget of the Gulf states during 
my service in the Arab Planning Institute. 


Yusuf Sulayman Takinah, the minister of agriculture and natural resources: 

Born in Buram, Darfur, in 1946. Graduated from the Khartoum University School of 
Arts in 1970. Worked as an administrative officer in the regional government. 
Earned his diploma in public administration in 1971. Got an MA in political science 
from the University of Khartoum in 1978. Social status: Married and has one child. 


Retired Staff Brig Gen ‘Abdallah 'Abd-al-Rahman Shuqayri, governor of Northern Darfur: 
Born in Umm Kaddadah in March 1937 and grew up there. Completed his higher secondary 
education. Joined the Sudanese Military College in 1956. Graduated as second 
lieutenant in 1958. Acquired his MA in military sciences from the Commanders and 
Staff Officers College. 
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Areas in which he has worked: The Central Command, The Western Command. The Southern 
Command. The General Command of the People's Armed Forces. The Eastern Command. 


Positions he held before: He rose gradually in various command positions during 
his service in the armed forces. The last of those positions was commander of the 
Eastern Command. 


Ibrahim 'Umar Muhammad, governor of Southern Darfur: Born in 1943. 

Education: Elementary and general secondary education in Nyala. Studied economics 
and social sciences at Khartoum University. He has an MA in public administration 
from the United States. Social status: Bachelor. Experience: Worked in the 
Ministry of Public Service and Administrative Reformthe Service Affairs Bureau. 

He was also delegated to work in the following r‘nistries: 1. The previous Ministry 
of Local Government. 2. The Ministry of Youth a u Sports. 3. The Ministry of 
Education-the Higher Education Department. 4. The Sports Betting Authority. 

5. The Ministry of Irrigation. 6. The previous Ministry of Cooperation as ministry 
adviser for administrative affairs. 7. The Industrial Cooperative Organization as 
acting deputy director general and as director of financial and administrative 
affairs. 


Dr Muhammad Husayn Abu-Summ, the secretary general of the Darfur Province People's 
Council: He was born in al-Fashir in 1939, graduated from the Omdurman Islamic 
University in 1963, acquired his diploma in education and psychology from ‘Ayn 
Shams University in the Arab Republic of Egypt in 1965, acquired an MA in Arab 
Literature from al-Azhar University in 1967, and a PhD in Arab Literature from the 
Same university in 1976. 


He worked for a long time at the Curricula Section of the Saudi Ministry of 
Education and as associate lecturer at the Education College of Riyadh University. 
He returned to Sudan at the end of 1976 where he worked as lecturer at the Omdurman 
Islamic University and them as dean of the Women's College of the same university. 


Dr ‘Ali al-Hajj Muhammad, the minister of public services: Born in Nyala in 1939. 


Education: Elementary and intermediate education in Nyala and secondary education 
in Khawr Taqqat. He entered al-Mu'tamar Secondary School in 1959 and then the 
Khartoum University School of Medicine in 1966. 


He was a member of the University Students Union for 5 years. In 1963, he was 
dismissed from the university for a period of one year, along with the members of 
the Executive Committee of the Khartoum University Students Union, during the 
military rule. He had also been dismissed from Khawr Taqqat because of his 
political activity and completed his secondary education at al-Mu'tamar School. 


He is one of the founders of the Darfur Renaissance Front and was the front vice 
chairman as of the time of its foundation. 


He was chairman of the Darfur deputies conference which was held in al-Fahsir on 
25 May 1965 and called for regional rule at the time. 


He worked as a physician in al-Junaynah, Zalingei, Nyala, Sannar, Hhlfa al-Jadidah 
and Karkuj. 














He specialized in obstetrics and gynecology in London. He returned to the country 
in response to the initiative of the brother president and leader and to his call 
for reconciliation. He has been a member of the Central Committee as of 1978. 


Ahmad 'Abd-al-Qadir Arbab, the minister of housing, water and public utilities: 

He was born in Buram District. Education: Elementary in Nyala. Intermediate in 
al-Fashir Intermediate National School. Higher secondary education: The Higher 
Secondary School of Commerce in Omdurman. The Sudanese Military College from 1956- 
58. The Yugoslav Air Aviation and Control College from 1959 to 1961. The Air Force 
Command in Khartoum from 1962-66. Northern Command [dates jumbled]. Western 
Command from 1969-72. [Phrase dropped] 1974-75. Southern Command-the Upper Nile 
from 1967-69. 
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SYRIA 


DAMASCUS DAILY QUESTIONS ARAB STANDS 
JN310825 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0430 GMT 31 Jul 81 
[From the press review] 


[Text] In a commentary entitled "The Cease-Fire and the Arab Stands," TISHRIN 
says: The Palestinian fedayeen inside the occupied territory attacked a bus 
carrying a group of the Zionist occupation forces. This is common in any region 
under occupation and is similar to any of the operations carried out against the 
Naxi occupation forces in the Europea> states that fell victim to Hitler's policy 
of expansion and domination. 


However, what is considered common by all the world's peoples is considered extra- 
ordinary by the racist Israeli rulers, who want to impose new rules for international 
law so that they can do what others cannot do and be given what others cannot be 
given while denying to others the rights to which they are entitled in accordance 
with the laws and charters laid down by the international community. 


Following Begin's statement in which he expressed determination to kill the innocent 
civilians in Lebanon during his savage war against Lebanon and the Palestinian 
people, the terrorist executioner made a new statement in which he said that Israel 
views with great seriousness the fedayeen's attack on the bus, adding that Israel 
will retaliate for this attack at the place and time it deems suitable. 


Actually, there was no need for such a statement, since Israel--which is occupying 
all the Palestinian territories as well as the territories of three Arab states, 
is launching a war of attrition against the Arab Palestinian people while denying 
this people's right to determine their own fate and is contravening the principles 
of the UN Charter--need not reaffirm its determination to continue the war of 
attrition against the Palestinian people both inside and outside the occupied 
territories. 


-TISHRIN states that the reference in Begin’s statement to ceasing fire on Lebanon-- 
whether this was in the part which considered the attack on the bus as a grave 
violation of the cease-fire or in the part saying that the incident has no relation 
to the cease-fire agreement--constitutes an attempt to make Israel appear to be 
concerned over the cease-fire, although the cease-fire declaration was actually 

an Israeli declaration stopping a barbaric and savage 14-day war which achieved 
none of the goals laid down by Israel and the United States. 
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The cease-fire declaration came about in an attempt to cover the dismal failure of 
the Israeli war, to give the United States the opportunity to again propose the 
U.S. settlement to the concerned parties in the region and to encourage those 
whose hearts throb for Washington to move and assist the U.S. efforts. 


TISHRIN adds: All this shows that the cease-fire does not mean that Israel has 
decided to stop its war against the Arab Palestinian people and Lebanon. Indeed, 
two Israeli generals stated in a press conference at the Israeli Embassy in Wash- 
ington yesterday that Israel does not rule out the possibility of launching a 
similar raid on Beirut in order to reach the heart of the fedayeen organizations. 
It also seems that the United States wants to use the Israeli military hammer to 
impose its will on the Arabs. 


TISHRIN asks: Will some Arabs be content with merely making and issuing statements 
and expressing satisfaction over the Israeli-U.S. statement on temporarily stopping 
the war? Will participation in the Pan-Arab battle merely amount to applause for 
the splendid heroism of the Syrian eagles and the courageous Syrian stands while 
keeping the Arab human, military, economic and oil potentials away from the battle? 


Words, sentiments and statements do not deter aggression, punish an aggressor, 
liberate a territory or wrest a right. The true yardstick for testing the Pan- 
Arab stand is working in all fields in order to withdraw the card of force from 
-srael's hands and the card of applying pressure through the Israeli military 
hammer from the U.S. hands. 
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SYRIA 


DAMASCUS COMMENTS ON PHALANGIST ACTIVITIES 
JN311424 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT 31 Jul 81 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] The phalangist gangs continue their frenzied attempts to explode the 
security situation in Lebanon. They began their plan yesterday and continued it 
today by setting all the axes in the capital ablaze and continuously firing at the 
so-called contact lines, which symbolize the phalangist-isolationist design to 
divide Lebanon. Thus the phalangists returned a feverish atmosphere to the capital 
and once again created an atmosphere of anxiety and terror similar to the situation 
that reigned during the first days of the acute Lebanese crisis. 


It is no secret whatsoever that certain political quarters were surprised by this 
terrorist phalangist escalation at a time when a belief had begun to prevail that 
the crisis would soon end and that serious efforts would get underway to deal with 
its causes, particularly since the Arab followup committee had achieved results 

at its last meeting that were considered by observers to call for optimism--that 
is, results indicating the consolidation of security as a prelude for discussions 
to achieve detente and return things to normal within the framework of national 
accord and its requirements. 


The events of yesterday and today once again emphasize that the phalangists and the 
isolationist forces connected with them are currently using the tactics of maneuver 
and deception in the hope of insuring implementation of the conspiratorial isola- 
tionist design against Lebanon. It now seems that the phalangists urgently needed 
to catch their breath and reorganize their forces following the severe blows they 
received from the Lebanese nationalist forces and the stand taken by the Syrian 
forces operating within the framework of the Arab deterrent forces. This stand 
foiled the attempt to successfully peddle the plan of isolation and Zionization. 


The most prominent point that draws attention in the current isolationist-phalangist 
explosion plan is that it is taking place within the framework of the following 
circumstances: 


First, the antagonistic attempts of the Zionist enemy air force against certain 
Lebanese areas failed. It has become clear that Syria, due to the confrontation of 
enemy attempts by its brave air force, was able to prevent and foil the Zionist 
attempts. This prompted the internal agent forces to complement the Zionist design 
to make the internal situation explode. 











Second, the Lebanese nationalist forces and the brave Palestinian revolution 
exerted great efforts to correct the internal situation in Lebanon and provide a 
suitable atmosphere for bringing Lebanon back to normal. As is well known, this 
situation does not serve the isolation and Zionization plan that Israel and the 
agent forces linked with it are trying to peddle in Lebanon. 


Third, the so-called statement of good intentions issued by the phalangist gangs 
decrees an end to dealings with the Zionist enemy. It seems that the phalangists 
want to use this statement as a smokescreen for their criminal design. They openly 
declared this a few days ago by saying that the other side--that is, the forces 

of the Lebanese nationalist movement and Palestinian revolution--should affirm 
their good intentions as well. It was very clear that what was meant by good 
intentions in this instance amounts to a decision not to confront the Zionist enemy 
or to confront its designs against Lebanon and the Arab region. To put it ina 
nutshell, the phalangists wanted their statement to be a document of surrender 

by the Lebanese nationalist and Palestinian forces to the designs of the Zionist 
enemy. This is completely unacceptable because achieving security in Lebanon is 
inseparable from the necessity of confronting the criminal Zionist attack. Israel 
is the one that threatened and is threatening Lebanon. It is the one that is 
plotting to entrap Lebanon in the treasonous conspiracy and subjugate it to its 
influence. This must be confronted by all the forces concerned with the security, 
unity, independence and Arabism of Lebanon. 


In the light of all this, it is not strange or surprising that the Zionist isola- 
tionist-phalangist forces should attempt to make the security situation in Lebanon 
explode every time a glimmer of hope appears for the return of things to normal. 


However, Syria, which has always proved that it can never relinquish any effort 
that will result in correcting the situation in Lebanon, reiterates that those who 
are playing with fire, as far as security in Lebanon is concerned, will burn their 
fingers, whatever the size of the forces that are supporting them and their 
conspiracies. 


All criminal attempts against the unity, independence and Arabism of Lebanon will 
be broken by the equation of Pan-Arab, Syrian, Lebanese nationalist and Palestinian 
security. This fact must be grasped by Washington before anyone else. All 
conspiratorial plans are formulated in Washington. The role of sabotage played 

by the CIA, not only in our region, but throughout the world, is no longer a 
secret. 


However, Washington's luck with its conspiratorial designs will be no better this 
time than it has been every time it wanted to strike at the will of our Arab people 
and its legitimate, Pan-Arab, nationalist aspirations. 


cso: 4304/103 
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SYRIA 


MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPROVE ECONOMY 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 22 Jun 81 p 9 


(Article by ‘Abdallah Khalid: "A Propos of Measures To Set the Right 
Course for Consumption, Imports, Exports; Increasing, Improving Quality of 
Local Production Is First Step To Build Sound Economy; Anti-Smuggling 
Efforts Would Bring About Success of Recent Government Measures; Citizen's 
Cooperation with Authorities Would Eliminate All Gaps, Expedite Develop- 
ment Process" | 


[Text] One of the fundamental concerns of the state--any state--is the 
realization through its executive and legislative agencies of what is in 
the interests of the homeland and the citizen. This would stem from the 
economic and social policy that is pursued by the state on all levels. 
Since the Syrian Arab state had chosen the road of progress and socialism 
ever since the 8 March 1963 Revolution, which was consolidated by the 1970 
Corrective Movement, it was inevitable that all the resolutions and mea- 
sures taken by the government be in agreement with this course which has 
realized the interest of the broadest bases of the toiling masses. 


Inasmuch as the Corrective Movement was a qualitative shift towards firmly 
establishing the foundations of the revolution, the Seventh Regional Con- 
ference of the Socialist Arab Ba'th party was tantamount to a firm estab- 
lishment of and a reinforcement for this revolution at a stage in which 
our country was facing the most vicious imperialist, Zionist campaign that 
had targeted our nation and was trying to establish the Zionist occupation 
and restore imperialist hegemony over our Arab area. 


In this context it is possible to understand the dimensions of the recent 
measures taken by the government towards setting the right course for con- 
sumption and keeping it within bounds so as to serve the interests of our 
country and our masses and strengthen our course whose objective is to 
liberate the land and the citizen. 


New Resolutions 


To carry out the government's directives, the Ministry of Economy issued a 
resolution banning the importation of a group of products mentioned in the 








report of the Import Guidance Committee. These products include decorative 
plants; flowers; budding flower plants; sprouting twigs; decorative 
leaves; Indian cashew nuts; unshelled almonds; unshelled walnuts; un- 
shelled hazelnuts; unshelled pistachios; watermelon and melon seeds not 
prepared for cultivation; squash, zucchini and pumpkin seeds not prepared 
for cultivation; marble; various kinds of marble ore or industrialized 
marble, as well as blankets, clothing, flowers, synthetic papers and their 
parts and the ready varieties of those papers. A few days ago the Ministry 
of Economy did issue a decree prohibiting the importation of perfumes and 
foreign cigarettes. 


The question that is being asked now is this: What is the significance of 
these measures, and what are the positive consequences that these measures 
have on the course of the national economy? 


It is evident that the Syrian Arab country has realized numerous accom- 
plishments on all levels. This has led to the achievement of suitable 
rates of growth in income and national production. 


Suffice it to mention that during 1980 and in the context of achieving 
an integrated program for internal construction, the country did achieve 
an estimated 34 percent increase in production in the field of industrial 
work and a 21 percent increase in production in agricultural work over 
1979. 


These figures, however, do not signify the absence of a few gaps which are 
undesirable from an economic standpoint or from a positive standpoint. 


Perhaps foremost among these gaps are the growth in the volume of consump- 
tion and the change in its composition and makeup. 


Increased Consumption 


In the television debate which he conducted last week, the minister of 
planning affirmed that total consumption in the country during the fourth 
5-Year Plan grew at an average rate of 16.01 percent annually. In 1980 
this growth in consumption constitutes 85 percent of the national product. 
This figure is high not only for developing countries, but also for 
advanced countries as well. This is because it signifies a reduction in 
the rate of savings necessary to finance investment and expedite the 
development process. 


Were we to add to this the fact that this growth in consumption has 
occurred in the consumption of non-essential and recreational goods and 
goods that are not produced locally, we would be able to see the effects 
that passive consumption has on the production process itself. 


Hence came the idea for the need to set the right course for consumption. 
This does not necessarily mean reducing the volume of consumptien as much 
as it means directing the resources that are available for consumption 
towards satisfying essential goods and needs which are consumed by the 








largest segment of the population and eliminating gradually the consump- 
tion of recreational and imported goods in an earnest attempt to make 
foreign currency available. This foreign currency must be utilized accor- 
ding to economic priorities and according to the development plan that has 
been set. 


The Purpose of Setting a Right Course 


It is natural that in addition to all this, setting the right course for 
consumption seeks to steer the modes of consumption towards locally pro- 
duced goods or towards goods which may be produced locally. 


The implications of the recent measures whose objective is to achieve 
greater production in the public and private sectors may be understood in 
this context. The recent measures also seek to form what is called prudent 
consumption which would make essential goods available and provide the 
necessary materials for investment, capital formation and greater produc- 
tion in the future. This essentially means steering the economic resources 
that are available in the national economy towards satisfying collective 
needs which satisfy the desires of the greatest segment of citizens and 
keeping those resources away from luxury individual needs that satisfy 
only the needs of a few citizens of our country. The consequences of the 
measures that have been taken by the government are positive, and they are 
most certainly in the interests of the citizen. It is obvious that a con- 
siderable amount of currency which used to be spent on these goods would 
be saved, and the government will be able to direct this currency so it 
can be utilized in other fields and sectors that have greater priority and 
more benefits. 


In addition, prohibiting the importation of the materials mentioned in 

the decree of the Ministry of Economy will push towards the development of 
local industries in two directions: increasing quantity and improving 
quality. This is a great service for the course of the national economy 
and, accordingly, for the development of the country. The fact is that 
protecting national production is one of the state's fundamental func- 
tions, whether that state is socialist or capitalist. Therefore, the 
protection, the encouragement and the improvement of nationai production 
are among the chief functions of the state in our country, so that national 
production can become self-sufficient. 


The Urgent Function 


Limiting imports for non-essential consumption will free a portion of our 
foreign currency resources to ensure the importation of more essential 
materials. In addition, Limiting imports would bring about an improvement 
in the balance of payments as far as imports are concerned, and this would 
be reflected in an improvement in the rate of exchange of our currency. 
This is beginning to become clearly evident, especially since the recent 
measures were accompanied by the establishment of the parallel market for 
foreign currencies. 
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If these measures reflect the state's genuine desire to correct courses 
and paths, to improve performance and production and to build a solid, 
sound economy that would stay in step with the country's course of 
struggle and lay down the foundations for the continuation, the nourish- 
ment and the reinforcement of the struggle, and if setting the right 
course for consumption, imports and exports has become an urgent function 
required by the current facts of our economy, these measures that have 
been taken by the government will fall short of achieving their desired 
objective unless they are accompanied by three matters: 


--Speed in increasing the quantity and improving the quality of local pro- 
ducts. This is not only the responsibility of the state, in the sense that 
it is not the responsibility of the public sector alone, but it is also 
a national responsibility that falls [also] on the shoulders of the pri- 
vate sector for which the government has guaranteed protection and backing. 


National Compliance 


Industrialists in our country showed their interest in these measures by 
expressing their gratitude and appreciation for the firm resolutions that 
were issued by the Import, Export and Consumption Guidance Committee. 
These resolutions caused a significant step to be taken towards the 
encouragement of national industry; they made it prosper and released its 
national constructive abilities in the fields determined for them by the 
economic and social development plan. The fact is that the integration 

of objective measures in import and export areas will have broad, positive 
consequences on the public and private sectors. The integration of those 
measures will strengthen the foundation of the national industry and will 
satisfy the needs of local consumption with local products, and this will 
strengthen the standing of exported goods in foreign markets. 


~-The measures of the Import, Export and Consumption Guidance Committee 
cannot possibly have the effectiveness that is being sought from them if 
the smuggling market becomes stronger and if smuggled goods become as wide- 
spread in the markets as they are today. Therefore, the government's prin- 
cipal task must proceed in two directions: it must stabilize the prices of 
goods found in the market by imposing deterrent penalties on supply 
violations so as to make a merchant think many times before committing a 
violation; and it must provide at the same time alternative products in 
quantity and quality for the banned products. 


Measures to check smuggling must be strengthened by means of watching the 
outlets for smuggling and the intermediaries and brokers who facilitate 
the smuggling process. Smuggling has considerable negative effects on the 
national economy. I believe that this is not an easy matter, but [I also 
believe that] when necessary it is not difficult if the will and the 
ability to take these measures are there. 


The Citizen's Role 


--None of these measures can achieve the objective that is being sought 
unless the citizen is convinced that what is taking place is happening 








in his interests and that his national responsibility demands that he pro- 
tect, support and strengthen these measures. This can come about through 

an authorized agreement with the authority; [this agreement can be 
achieved] by various means. Among these means are notifying officials of 
any violation that takes place; refusing to pay any sum of money over the 
price set by the government; and giving information about smuggled goods 
and smugglers. It is the creative interaction between the political leader- 
ship and its masses that is the first step to the success of any measure. 

A passive attitude is the first step to the failure of any measure. If our 
country is engaged today in a battle of honor, the citizen, through his 
awareness, is to wage his battle against all those who try to impede his 
economic course, the course of development, the course of progress and 
socialism. 
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SYRIA 


STEPS TAKEN TO STRENGTHEN SYRIAN POUND 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 23 Jun 81 p 11 


[Article from SANA: "Foreign Currency Rates of Exchange Decline as a 
Result of Our Economic Measures" ] 


[Text] Rates of exchange for foreign currencies in the country have under- 
gone a substantial decline that varied from 10 to 15 percent. 


The Syrian Commercial Bank has set the rate of exchange for the dollar 
in the parallel market at 570 piasters. Two days ago the rate of exchange 
was 635 piasters. 


Large groups of citizens have been seen standing in long lines in front 
of the window of the Syrian Commercial Bank to sell the foreign currencies 
they have in their possession. 


Observers expect the rate of exchange for the dollar to drop today to 550 
piasters. The remaining rates of exchange for foreign currencies have 
dropped as a result of the economic measures that the government has put 
into practice recently. 


In the cuntext of the radical and integrated economic measures that the 
government has been taking successively along with its inclination to 
develop the national economy, strengthen its foundations, prevent the 
importation of a few products that are considered non-essential for 
citizens, and shift a number of products and commodities from the national 
industries to the parallel market [thereby] encouraging their export to 
foreign markets; and because of the economic benefits of preparing stan- 
dard specifications for locally produced products, benefits which have a 
positive effect on private consumption and which strengthen the standing 
of [our] exports in world markets; and so as to achieve the greatest 
benefits trom the activity that is being carried out by the Syrian Arab 
Specifications and Measurements Agency; and to make the economic guidance 
steps in this area exhaustive, Dr 'Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Kasim, the prime 
minister, issued a communique ordering the authorized agencies to co- 
operate with the Syrian Arab Specifications and Measurements Agency in 
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studying the internal specifications projects in the context of those agen- 
cies' specializations. The prime minister also enjoined that specialists 
and professionals in these agencies be sent to attend the meetings of the 
Syrian Arab Specifications and Measurements Agency to discuss the afore- 
mentioned projects and to take part in raising the standard of specifica- 
tions and measurements in all the areas of production in the country. 
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